How to Write a Film Critique

Important Concepts to Consider


What do you know about the film’s background?  Knowledge of how well the film did at the box office or what awards the film won will help you and the reader evaluate how your critique fits in with the opinions of others.  You don’t have to sound like everyone else, but you want to be aware of others’ responses to your film.


To whom is the film addressed?  Audience helps to establish both the tone of the film as well as the content.


Look at the way the film presents its story.  What is left out?  What is emphasized?


Evaluate the film based on your own experiences. Does the film measure up to other films of the same genre?  If it’s an older film, does it “stand the test of time”?

Possible Outline for a Critique

I. Introduction

A. Introduce film and perhaps the actors in it.  It may be useful to include a brief statement regarding the background of the film.

B. Your thesis: Your thesis statement should clearly state the ways in which you intend to evaluate the film in addition to your evaluation of the film as a whole.

II. Summary

A. For the reader to have a clear idea of the material to be evaluated, you will need to provide a detailed and accurate summary of the film.  This summary should only be a paragraph or two long depending on the length of your source.  Don’t go overboard though and tell the entire story.  Remember in most cases you will want the reader to have a reason to see the film after your review.

III. Evaluation

A. First technique to be examined

1. Example of the technique at work in the film.  For instance, if the director uses point of view shots a great deal in the film, you might describe a scene in which the point of view shot made a difference in how you saw a particular scene.

2. You would then evaluate the effectiveness of that technique in the context of the film.  How does this effective heighten or lessen the overall effect of the film?

B. Second technique to be examined.

1. Example of the technique at work in the film.

2. Evaluation of the technique in light of the overall effect of the film.

C. Third technique to be examined.

1. Example of the technique at work in the film.

2. Evaluation of the technique in light of the overall effect of the film.

IV. Conclusion

A. Restatement of points of evaluation.

B. Final assessment of the film as a whole.  Here’s where you get to drive home whether someone should or should not see this film. 

