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Global cities, more than states, are the main loci of transnational criming] Organg
tions. Some cities — such as Hong Kong and Istanbul — ha\.re formed a second tgp am-l
serve as transshipment points. However, it is globa_l ciu?s - es?edall‘y New York,
London, and Tokyo — that offer agglomerations of financial services (which Provige
vast opportunities for disguising the use and flow of money), sources of technologi

innovation, and advanced communications and transportation systems. In these 10(31&5
and elsewhere, a new breed of cybercriminals can exploit inherent vulnerabilitjes i
the electronic infrastructure of global finance through computer intrusiong for the
purposes of theft, blackmail, and extortion. Given the vast scope of the Interney
cybergangs can assault a global city from virtually anywhere and remain anonymoys
thus crippling the capacity of the state to apprehend and prosecute perpetrators, Yy
these cities are epicenters of globalization.

Home to large, diverse populations, global cities allow criminals, and even enire
criminal organizations, to blend into legitimate institutions in ethnic neighborhoods
These shelters pose a problem for the police insofar as they do not know the many
languages and diasporic cultures harboring criminals or are not trusted by segmens
of society outside the mainstream. Nigerian criminal gangs in London and Asian

criminal gangs in New York are among those able to exploit these advantages, which

is testimony to the embeddedness of transnational organized crime in neoliberd
economic globalization.
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Criminalization and the Rise of the State as a Courtesan

The state is most often understood in the Weberian sense of exercising 2 monopol
over the legitimate use of force. Building on this foundation, pluralists have reg?lfdefl
the state as an arbiter, a neutral referee, among different interests in society. In ths
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Adding to the concentration of unaccountable power amassing with economic
olobalization, organized crime groupsare tapping into a global system of arms trade,
:s well as raising and channeling immense amounts of money for this purpose.
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; AT S— .t mask transnational organized cr
Many instances of war and conflict g rime. iy, .

media have, by and large, one-sidedly portrayed Somalia’s conflict as Warfare .-
clans causing the collapse of the state, surely cross—bord.er drug tramcking " Oy
(Ieaves from a shrub, used as a narcotic when chewed) is a major elemen, inii

poverty-stricken country’s deadly competition over resources. Similarly, i Leb
Sri Lanka, Pakistan, and other locales, much of the fighting ostensibly gye, rel o

differences and ethnic loyalties is also about drug trafficking, a source of €n0rm,,

revenues. Put differently, the violence and urban anarchy in these countrieg 1y,
melds unlawful, organized arms and drug trafficking, and religious ang ethn

cleavages.
Heavily laden with the trappings of force, circumscribed but not dise11-11;)0\;“,‘3(1mg

state is less autonomous, with diminished ability to control borders. Not only is the
state porous in terms of flows of knowledge and information, but also, increag;
transnational criminal elements are entrants. In the face of such cross-border ﬂow;
the traditional notion of jurisdiction based on territoriality is progressively broug
into question. New forms of criminality infringe on the principle of sovereignry, t

centerpiece of the Westphalian interstate system. [...]




