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An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge and the Crying of Lot 49
“An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge” by Ambrose Bierce is a short story that took place during the civil war (Baybrook, Loren). The story centers on Peyton Farquhar, a man who was caught tarnishing with the bridge after which he was sentenced to death by hanging. This piece of literature was designed by Bierce to catch the reader’s attention by taking them through Peyton’s mind. While standing at the edge of the plank, Peyton starts to delusion on his escape from captivity, an aspect that Bierce relays to the readers to grasp their attention. However, the last paragraph of the piece introduces the readers to the fact that Peyton was merely dreaming after which he is hanged (Baybrook, Loren). This comes as a surprise based on the fact that the story incorporates flashbacks and imaginary thoughts that could be perceived as real happenings. The effectiveness of the flashbacks, the use of Peyton’s senses and different settings are integrated thus enhancing the suspenseful feature of the short story (Lancaster, Eric). On the other hand, the “Crying of Lot” by Thomas Pynchon was written in the 1960s, an era characterized by political and social turbulence in the United States. The piece encompasses a pervasive sense of cultural chaos as it highlights on all areas of the society and culture including rock revolution and the wars during this era. The novel’s protagonist, Oedipa Mass, discovers that she is alone and alienated from the society after she lost touch with the life she used to live. Notably, the sense of isolation in this book is enhanced by the drug culture during this era. Oedipa’s world is a domain perpetually filled with drugs, conspiracies and illusions (Gioia, Ted). Despite the fact that the world is exciting, it is still dangerous. The adverse impact of the drug culture is highlighted by the fact that it contributes to the ruin of Oedipa’s marriage and causes Hilarius to be insane (Gioia, Ted). With this, Oedipa often hallucinates thereby can be perceived as being consistently high. Ultimately, this feeling is of no benefit to her as it creates a sense of chaotic alienation. 

Throughout the short story by Bierce, flashbacks are used to describe the type of lifestyle associated with Peyton before he was caught tampering with the bridge. As the story describes his work and life, the readers are faced with the suspense on whether Peyton could escape from his captives and avoid the impending death in the process (Lancaster, Eric). The piece emphasizes the human need to escape death a few moments before the execution of Peyton (Baybrook, Loren). Notably, Peyton deludes both himself and the readers into believing that he has managed to escape the hangman’s noose and he has returned home to his loving wife. Despite the fact that this occurs only for a few seconds, the reader is intertwined by the imaginary happenings which can be perceived as realistic occurrences (Baybrook, Loren). In this regard, self-delusion can be viewed as an additional thematic concern for the short story that is not only highlighted by Peyton’s escape fantasy, but also his perception regarding himself as a freedom fighter and a courageous patriot (Talley, Sharon). 

Considerably, Bierce makes his contempt for Peyton clear especially by avoiding his military duty and his exaggerated sense of importance (Lancaster, Eric). Mainly, the unreliability of information can be recognized as a core issue in the short piece whereby Bierce utilizes both an untrusted narrator, irony and shifting perceptions to showcase that the human mind can create its escapes and realities (Baybrook, Loren). Primarily, this is highlighted by the fact that the effective flashbacks have formed an integral part of the short story thereby convincing the readers that the imaginings might be realistic. Therefore, Bierce does not inform the reader that Peyton’s escape is mere hallucinations whereby he expects a careful reader to realize the impossibility of such events as described in the last section of the story. 

Notably, Bierce expertly manipulates time and perspectives in the story thereby creating a suspense to the readers. Despite this, Bierce integrates varying clues within the narrative to showcase Peyton’s fallibility (Lancaster, Eric). The masterful piece can be identified as a psychological fiction based on the fact that the audience is continually introduced on Peyton’s need to escape the imminent death. Considerably, the character is firmly developed whereby the reader trusts him and follows his tracks without any doubts regarding his credibility. It is through this that Peyton gets dragged off by his thoughts, all of which lead to unorganized directions. With this, the story is unpredictable to the reader (Baybrook, Loren). Additionally, had the use of narrative situations changed, the reader would have been introduced to a different effect. For instance, the figural narrative is used to guide the reader throughout the story, thus creating suspense on the imminent death faced by Peyton (Talley, Sharon). Had the author used an authorial narrator, the reader would have been aware of the happenings thus the piece would not have been confusion nor surprising to the reader. 

The narrator’s description of every tangible detail sets a specific period for the events that took place. In this regard, the reader can distinguish the historical timeline of the story. Notably, the story describes Peyton’s life and work whereby he is identified as a well-doing planter and a slave owner who was devoted to the southern cause (Lancaster, Eric). Additionally, the story is set during the civil war in the south. With this, the historical setting inspired Bierce in coming up with the story as it was an era when the main form of execution was hanging. Additionally, this era was characterized by stringent laws that ought to be abided with. Particularly, this is evident in one of Peyton’s flashbacks when a soldier arrives at his house asking for water to drink (Talley, Sharon). At this moment, Peyton is informed by the soldier that the yanks were building the railroads and no civilian should be caught interfering with the train, tunnels, bridges or railroad. The soldier was a federal scout who notified Peyton that the form of punishment is hanging (Lancaster, Eric). Notably, this historical perspective highlights that it was an era different from the contemporary society. With this, Bierce was influenced to develop a piece whose central core was a brutal form of punishment. Considerably, this era was characterized by the insignificant development of infrastructure. Through this, Bierce was influenced to develop a story whose setting was that of the conventional world. 

Considerably, Bierce literature focused on capital punishments for heinous crimes. During this era, railroads were built for transportation, a feature that was essential during the civil war. Likewise, the contemporary society is characterized by similar forms of capital punishments for instance death by injection. Such sentences are often designated for heinous acts such as murder. Despite the fact that Peyton’s actions might be perceived as light in the modern society, its impact during this era was significant. Therefore, capital punishment is a facet adopted in the short story, a practice that is still present in the modern society. 

Conversely, the “Crying of Lot 49” by Thomas Pynchon centers on both political and social turbulence experienced in the U.S during the 1960s. Most of the chaotic problems located in the novel are tied to the idea of communication. The symbol of order in the book, Maxwell’s demon cannot be operated as it requires an attainable level of communication. Additionally, letters in the novel are meaningless irrespective of the fact that they should be direct forms of communication. The problem of communication is a major theme in the novel despite the fact that it contains a mail delivery group which requires the members to send a letter every week even when they do not have anything to discuss (Poirier, Richard). Indeed, Oedipa receives a latter in the first chapter which itself may be meaningless based on the fact that it’s nothing more but a big joke played on Oedipa (Gioia, Ted). Additionally, Oedipa experiences a religious moment in the second chapter that seemingly can be translated to infer that there was some form of communication being communicated only for the process to break down. Language, religion and science, all of which are purveyors of communication, and through that give communication a sense of wholeness are not functioning in the novel. 

Significantly, the theme of the problem of communication is further highlighted by the novel’s representation of the manner in which individuals impose interpretation for meaningless. Notably, Oedipa desires to change the mystery of the Tristero into a constellation, an aspect that falls short of the example of true order (Poirier, Richard). Considerably, the solar systems can be identified as man’s approach or impose an artificial but satisfying order regarding the randomness of the outer space (Gioia, Ted). Furthermore, this can be regarded as the imposition of two-dimensional edifices onto a three-dimensional reality. In this regard, Oedipa’s hunt for a constellation indicates that she is merely in search of a superficial system. In fact, she does not succeed in interpreting the meaning behind the Tristero (Poirier, Richard). Additionally, the novel ends with the perspective that the mystery may not be holding any form of mystery in the end. Therefore, just as Oedipa is unable to piece together the Tristero puzzle, she is unable to reestablish her life after it begins to crumble. 

Thomas Pynchon wrote this novel in the 1960s, an era that was characterized by political and social turbulence. It is during this era that the advent of drug culture was witnessed. Additional happenings during the 1960s comprise of the rock revolution, Vietnam War, and the advent of social welfare programs after the 1964 elections. Significantly, this was the era of Kennedy’s and Martin Luther King assassinations, women rights and civil rights movements. The historical perspective during this period influences the writing of the novel as highlighted by the fact that Pynchon capitalized on the diverse cultural occurrences (Poirier, Richard). The novel contains a pervasive sense of cultural chaos, as it emphasizes on the culture and society that existed during this period. Specifically, this historical perspective enabled Pynchon to depict a dramatically fragmented society. Additionally, the literature works highlights on drug culture and its impact on the society (Gioia, Ted). In the contemporary society, drug and substance abuse are on the rise, a practice that negatively affects the society. For instance, Oedipa world is a domain perpetually on drugs, an aspect that is common in the contemporary society. It can be acknowledged the drug culture in the 1960s is replicating itself in the modern society as highlighted by the prevalence of substance abuse. 

Noticeably, both pieces are written during the conventional period, an era that was characterized by civil war, political and social turbulence. Despite this, Pynchon’s Crying of Lot 49 is more inclined to the advent of new and diverse cultural practices such as political conspiracies and the use of drugs. In this regard, his work opposes the piece of literature by Bierce in the sense that it highlights more significant problems that are apparent in the society. Pynchon effectively articulates this issues by highlighting on the life of Oedipa before and after it fell apart. Considerably, the adverse implications of drug use are evident as highlighted by the fact that Hilarius goes insane and Oedipa cannot restore her life for the better. Through this, this piece emphasizes on its main purpose as the highlighted issues can be related to the real world setting.  Conversely, Bierce piece is inclined to a psychological fiction as it revolves around the flashbacks by Peyton before he was hanged. Primarily, the writing is based on the historical perspective of this era characterized by civil war and slavery. Despite the fact that he depicts these issues in the literary works, it falls short when compared to that by Thomas Pynchon. 
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