Six Trait Writing Rubric + Presentation – 28 possible points




   4-Excellent
                 3-Acceptable

2-Partially Proficient
        1-Unsatisfactory
 

	Ideas - Content
	Follows criteria as assigned, intriguing, meaningful, focused, clear claims supported by valid evidence, terms and concepts appropriately  defined


	Does not precisely follow the criteria as assigned. Intriguing possibilities, gaining momentum, claims still too general, need to dig and question with additional evidence to strengthen the argument.
	Topic too large and unfocused or insufficiently researched, leans toward the obvious, supported only by common knowledge, position unfocused, inconsistent; little or no evidence to support claims; some flaws in logic
	Generally murky, perplexing, some clichés, position/proposal  not clearly stated, claims unclear or missing; obvious that research, pre-writing and organizational steps leading to final paper were insufficient or  not attempted

	Organization
	Logical structure where purpose and direction are clear, creative flair, high points distinguishable, hooks one’s interest, clear connections
	Competent, still needs better structure, generally easy to follow, missing same features. 
	Only partially structured according to assignment 
	Doesn’t follow the organizational pattern assigned; lacks logical flow, no sense of progression from thesis to  completion

	Voice
	Strong conviction, engaging, Individual, thoughtful, lively, courageous, risky, thesis springs to life, passionate, confident, clear sense of audience
	Some conviction, earnest, sincere, sense of audience, engaging
	Lacking sense of audience, tentative, presentation of facts without emphasis, little or no passion
	Insecure, uncaring no passion, boring, bland, no sense of audience, mechanical, technical, no engagement

	Word Choice


	Deliberate, vivid, striking, yet natural, everyday words with a twist, powerful verbs, Precise description, original, appealing
	Trying to expand repertoire (reaching), unfamiliar and technical  terms defined; still need for more precise descriptive or action words to insure understanding and engagement
	Routine language, needs precision, too many generalities, leans on cliches, assumptive
	Inaccurate choices of words, imprecise, vague, stiff, passive, monotonous, colorless

	Fluency (Rhythm and Flow)


	Sentences make sense, varied and purposeful syntax, powerful, graceful, smooth transitions, connections, delightful to read aloud, parallel structure, natural dialogue, cadence
	Simple sentences well constructed, variable control, rough connections, formula sentences


	Flows, then skips a beat, functional, repetitive patterns (syntax) lacks energy, sometimes mechanical
	Irregular, awkward phrasing, disjointed, rambling, tough to read aloud, jerks and jolts, have to track back to get meaning

	Conventions – Mechanical Correctness


	Grammar contributes to clarity and style; flawless punctuation, in control, no spelling errors, only light editing needed
	Spelling correct on common words, common punctuation rules followed, paragraphing attempted
	Problems that still do not distort meaning, occasional stumbles, some review of punctuation rules needed, hastily edited
	Numerous errors, paragraphing inadequate, readability impaired, errors distract, need for instruction

	Presentation
	Beautifully framed, visual(s) immaculate looking, creative 
Exceptional, poised delivery
	Unacceptable font, format, spacing problems
	 Needs revision and further practice
	Not ready


