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'HERE | STAND’

The date is April 17, 1521. Father Martin Luther of the Augustinian Order has
heen summoned before a meeting of the Imperial Diet (Council) in the German
town of Worms. He is ordered to answer charges of heresy. His inquisitor will

be Johann von der Ecken, the chief lawyer for the archbishop of Trier. The
tribunal is scheduled to convene at seven o’clock in the evening in the audience
hall of the local bishop’s palace. The palace is the most ornately decorated
building in town. Three stories high, its facade bears many traces of Italian
design. Large green shutters protect the windows, and an iron gate, four
meters high, guards the entrance way. Only people directly connected to the
Proceedings before the emperor or those wealthy enough to purchase a seat
4¢ permitted into the hall.
By six o’clock, everyone except the emperor and the seven clect?rs of
Many is in place. Luther sits at a table to the left of the emperor's thrm:ie,
i ity reading through some notes and every now and then tummgt:l(;:ea
inzfl?:ige from his Bible. At a table to the right, von der Ecken j::: :ﬂ[fu
flnnouln(::; o Whls:pering with one another. At a quarte! E? Sihe)' enter the
e S the arrival of the electors. By order of senior ¥s 92

™ Duke Frederick of Saxony, Luther’s prince and protecioh !

In ling behj . Behind Duke
n ' ] d Cologne. _
Frede il d the archbishops of Mainz, Tﬂer;’:ﬂ ake up the contingent ©

sil

March the three younger princes wh
W usm[-m elect the emperor. Frederick wears a long purple ‘?zp";w
fro I-Plumed white hat in his left arm. A silver; gleaming
';;1_ hig belt, fare of trum pets
ing ;E:l W, Emperor Charles enters the room, at first t0 th?cfan struck at how
1 Utter silence, Everyone stands respectfully- Peop He is led t© the

- twemt}’“""m’:“Br’ear-cu]d looks and how shy he seems

ord hangs
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and the archbishop of Emmsu. Dressed in Wil
imperial pendant hanging around his neck, QSM_S_E
stands for a moment, his E:.mr velvet hat oa: W_m :oﬂa_ru.lﬂrm only map mnsmzu
hall still permitted t0 have his head n_.wéa .E MME.Q Lw mzo:_.n_a_.m i5q - 3
silk cape bound together at ::.“ sn.nw ﬁm mﬂo :.EM. is mmmm_zmm. firg 23:
Spanish .,.Q_mnlmoani:m which is not awmr on r_m ‘€rman w_uoﬁﬁcafsga.
colored stripes of blue, red and orange with each stripe bordered iy - ul,
thread. Instead of boots, he wears delicate purple sandals. Charleg seemy
almost affraid to address the audience, most of whom are much o iiey o

and far more experienced at wielding power.
“Be seated,” he says at last, and then he sits down himself. Ap

removes his cape, and he hands the man Em hat. “My lord archbishg
announces, “my lord princes, you may begin.”

Von der Ecken stands to open the case against Luther, Pointing 1 4 Stack
of some twenty of Luther’s books, the red-cheeked prosecutor looks &_.an_o_
at Luther and asks, “Martin, are these your books, and are you prepareg sw
repudiate what you have written in anq.._

Luther stands and answers in a tense voice, “How could I repudiate all, sir
since by common agreement those portions of my writings which deal with _
the corruption of popes, bishops and priests are accurate and fair.”

The emperor suddenly stamps the butt of his sword on the floor and
shouts, “No! They are not ‘accurate and fair’!” A hush falls over the crowd.
Charles regains his composure, looking around as if he is embarrassed for
having made such an outburst.

Von der Ecken waits for the emperor’s nod before continuing. “Do you
repudiate your writings, Martin, in full or in part?”

“I will gladly repudiate any parts, sir, which you can show me are contra-
dicted by Scripture.”

. “Ah yes,” von der Ecken replies wearily. “‘If I can show how they contra-
dict mﬂ,ﬁsﬁ.. Martin, you make the same response heretics throughout the
centuries ._._35 made: ‘Show me where I deviate from Scripture.” Don’t you
see, Martin, that your words lead to anarchy? Were every man given the right
to judge Scripture for himself, every man would become pope. There would
”u%mnﬁm.mﬂ%ﬁ.:o unity within the Church. How dare you substitute your read-
have hnqam__un%u:w_.ﬂw:mﬂ ol g e of the apostles? Yes, Eﬁ:; ﬁm_.
low you there, Let :%:%En lair in ﬁE.n: all :Qo.:om hide, but I will ﬂmﬂm i
from the investigation at :M.MM m_mnﬂ o OM L gt s aaﬁM”
Tenounce what you have si:ms ” e a BRI

. your books?
Very well, my Lorg” Luther replies, i ; tra
) plies, in a voice that now shows no

throne by his guard
blouse with his gold

€ndan;
ﬁm.: —.wn

ce of

hesitation, “j X
accept the m__hmwop._ Want a simple answer, 1 will give it to you. Since I 6 not on
numerous onnmmmw of either popes or Church councils, because the two _ﬂwﬁ
i . 1 ct any”
ntradicted each other, I will not and can not retra s

thing | :
g | have writtep unless I am shown in Holy Scripture why  should do $0-
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rwise would be to betray my conscience. That is m
oher™ 1. ce murmurs excitedly until the emperor's i .
Ecken c.nm._:m to interrogate Luther on the jsgye M.M Mﬁz_mrﬁ
pbut after brief .axnrm:mn 5@.«5@22 interrupts, “Enoy :wﬁ:

s answer. He denies the authority of Church councils ann.mm e ﬂé
man may interpret Scripture free of guidance from the Chyrey, .sw\_” §
= need W€ hear?” Charles stands up, prompting the entire mwwmai -
aoa ce. “I have given my pledge that this man will not be e _W. to do
Jikewise- oung voice cracking at one point. “1 wil] Kee i Ema.mn M "

uts, his ¥ ; : .
w”mm more to say on this matter The accused will remain in Worms unil [ have
declared MY intentions more fully.” The emperor turns and storms out of e

hall. The audience bursts into excited chatter.
all.

¥ answer, Here | stand”

THE ROAD TO WORMS

How did Martin Luther reach this point? How is it that a pious and devout
Hest could break with the Church and lead millions of other Christians to do
wise? Let’s retrace Luther’s steps to the tribunal at Worms.

First we must ask the question, was Luther simply upset with the corrup-
tion he saw in the Church? Or would he have disagreed with traditional
Catholic doctrine even had the Church not been corrupt? If it were just the
former, we could perhaps conclude that Luther’s revolt amounted to “sour
grapes.” Perhaps, we could say, he was just an angry priest who should have
been more patient and forgiving with human sinfulness. By this line of rea-
soning, we could say that the entire Reformation might have been avoided if
the Church had rooted out the sin and immorality among its leaders.

This response would be too simplistic. Yes, Luther was an angry, volatile
man. Yes, he often threw temper tantrums and spoke and acted emotionally
when it came to criticizing the pope and the clergy. But that is not all that
motivated him. Although he hated the corruption in the Church, his principal
reason for breaking with Rome was doctrinal and not m_aaz_oza.. Although ,ﬂn
can never know for sure, history leads us to speculate that even if the QE?E
had been untainted by corruption, Martin Luther would still have Eorﬂ. M_. _
Rome. Yet, would his doctrinal disagreements have been as ummm_cam_ﬁ_“aq_ﬁ

not been for the corruption in the Church? Likely not. To :m%”v.ﬁ:a_ e
Luther we must understand both his anger at corruption .ES. his &mﬁm omo_éu-
altack on traditional Catholic doctrine. Let’s start with his response {0 ¢
tion and then turn to an analysis of his theology.
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ST. PETER'S BASILICA
AND THE CONTROVERSY OVER [NDULGENCES
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