COMPARISON

Write a 700 word essay that outlines the similarities and differences of two or more subjects.  Your subjects should be closely related.  You can compare two sportscars but a comparison of a sportscar and a van will likely generate only superficial comments.  Pay attention to the organization of details.  Your paper may simply discuss differences or recommend one subject over others.

Choose ONE of theses issues and write a short essay clearly stating your opinion.  Narrow your topic to a single issue.  Make sure your essay has a clear thesis.  Support your main ideas with examples.  Avoid sweeping generalizations.  Check your paper for spelling and other mechanical errors. 
1  VIOLENCE IN AMERICA

Although violent crime has decreased in recent years, New York City still has

over five hundred homicides a year, while London has only about seventy.  Why

is America so violent?  Other nations face more poverty, more political oppression, more social stresses.  Why do so many Americans use guns to resolve personal conflicts?

2  THE RECESSION

The United States has suffered its greatest economic downturn since the Second
World War.  Unemployment remains high.  Many workers have been forced to 

Take pay cuts (Many GM workers saw their base pay slashed from $28 to $14 an hour). Home values have dropped dramatically, so that many people owe more than their houses are worth.  Democrats have suggested the United States invest in new

infrastructure to create jobs and spend money on education to prepare for the future.

Republicans, concerned about the $16 trillion national debt, argue we make massive

spending cuts and lower taxes to stimulate business growth and reduce our debts. Which solution do you favor and why?  Are there other solutions being
overlooked?
3   VOTING
Despite early voting and absentee ballots, tens of millions of Americans do not
vote.  Elections determine how tax dollars are spent, how the nation will cope with

crime, the national debt, jobs, education, and immigration. Why do you believe so

many people fail to vote?  What could be done to increase citizen participation? 

(In Minnesota a senatorial election was decided by roughly 300 votes.  In 2000

the Recount occurred because Bush won the state of Florida by an initial count

of just 1800 votes.  How can people argue their vote does not count?)

4  SCHOOL CHOICE

Many cities are experimenting with voucher programs which allow parents to 

send their children to public or private schools.  Supporters argue this plan

gives poor children the same options middle-class children enjoy.  Others insist

voucher programs will only drain resources from public schools, further

weakening a distressed system.  What do you think?  Are vouchers a good idea?

