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A critical analysis paper asks the writer to make an argument about a particular book, essay, movie, etc. The goal is twofold: one, identify and explain the argument that the author is making, and two, provide your own argument about that argument. One of the key directions of these assignments is often to avoid/minimize summary – you are not writing a book report, but evaluating the movie.
 
Be sure to consider these questions:  How do the specific cinematic techniques or elements of a film support the message or point it is making? As much as possible, choose the film and point out techniques in such a way as to make some general point about the way(s) in which a film exposes its themes.
 
Describe the film in general terms. What subjects does it cover? Describe the plot and setting. What issues does it raise? What do you see as the main purpose of the film?
  
· What are the major theme(s) of the film?
· What are the major conflict(s) of the film?
· What are the major/minor characters of the film?
· Evaluate the film for quality and interest. Comment on the screenplay, acting, direction, production values and music. Are any literary techniques such as symbolism, character development and foreshadowing used? Would a young person be interested in this film?
 
The final draft of your essay should meet the following requirements:

•    A succinct thesis statement with a clear evaluation of the movie.
•    Effective organization and use of transitions  
•    Sufficient use of details and background information from the event 
•    The use of the movie and two sources offering reviews of the movie. 
•    The use of no less than 4 parenthetical citations (more is recommended). The movie will not require parenthetical citations when referred to by name in the text of the essay.  However, 
•    Proper documentation for both the quotes and the paraphrases
•    The use of only third person – you are just reporting on the event and the accuracy of the response and should not include statements spoken in personal experience or opinion -- i.e. first person pronouns (“I”) -- or second person pronouns (“you”).  

In addition to the above, the final draft of your essay should be:

•    At least 600 words in length
•    formatted according to MLA style  
•    documented using MLA style with the use of a Works Cited page and In-Text parenthetical citations

