TIPS FOR ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY
Reference that utilizes research process:

This assignment asks you to prepare an annotated bibliography and the articles must be based on research studies (i.e. used the research process). 

How can you tell if a study used the research process?

You will need to retrieve the full article (which you need to do anyway so you can read and prepare the bibliography). Look if the article has the following sections within it:

a) Abstract (not always)

b) Introduction/Background/Literature Review

c) Methods

d) Results

e) Conclusion and/or Discussions
If the articles you retrieve are not structured that way, then they have not used the research process. Do not use them. Find others. 

Word Count:
Each annotation should be between 90 – 175 words, not including the reference lines.See attached sample annotated bibliography for some guidance. 

Sample Annotated Bibliography
I have attached the sample that is mentioned in the assignment instructions. But you can find it in the Center for Writing Excellence under "Tutorials and Guides" (on the left hand side menu). The Annotated Bibliography is listed under "Samples". 

Content of bibliography
What should you write? Basically your understanding of what the research or article is about. If you have picked a particular topic, what information do you learn from that reference? You can use the abstract as a guide, but use your own words. Again, examine the sample annotated bibliography and see how to write about each reference. Suggestions of information to write includes brief summary of the source, source's strength/weaknesses, conclusions, why the source is relevant to your field of study (or your chosen topic), your personal conclusions about the source/article. Use your own words!! Do not copy and paste from the article. That is plagiarism and will result in serious consequences. 

Format
Make sure you follow the same format as that in the sample. APA style format for an Annotated Bibliography is as follow:

· Hanging Indents are required for the reference lines in the bibliography. This means that the first line of the citation starts at the left margin, and subsequent lines of the citation are indented 4 spaces. 

· The annotation/body of the bibliography is indented 2 additional spaces, as a block

· The entire document is double-spaced
Check out the Sample Annotated Bibliography to see what I mean. 


Writing the reference

Make sure you include all required information of the citation. See the Sample Annotated Bibliography for citation styles. At the very minimum, you need to include the author(s) name(s), year of publication, title of article, journal name, journal volume, issue number and page number. You can state which library database you used (ProQuest, EBSCO Host), but do not include the link. Those links are of no use because they do not work outside of being logged into the system. 

Remember, I cannot review a citation if it missing vital details that prevents me from retrieving it. 
Brief Summary:

After the bibliography, write a brief explanation of whether your references are peer-reviewed and how you identified them as such.
DON’TS
1. Do not copy and paste from the abstract or the article. Use your own words for the actual bibliography part. 
2. Do not copy/paste even for the writing of the reference; this will mess up your formatting. 

3. Do not use articles from newspapers, industry websites, etc. I would highly suggest using your library and making sure to follow the guidelines I posted above. 

. 
