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Directions
Complete the chart below by researching the listed ethical theorists. Provide a title and a 50- to 100-word summary for each. 
You will reference this chart to complete each week’s case study assignment.
	Ethical Theorist
	Title of Theory 
	Summary of Theory

	Aristotle
	Nicomachean Ethics
	-According to this ethics theory, moral virtue is a person’s disposition to act in an excellent manner.A person’s moral virtue is brought about by his or her habit of action and upringing. Here, Aristotle claims that character is a product of a person’s habit. Through this statement, Aristotle likened character to a skill that is learnt through practice. 

	Kant
	Kantian Ethics
	-This theory stems from the view that only intrinsically good thing is a good will. Here, an action can only be good if it is a duty to the moral law. Central to this theory is the categorical imperative which acts on all individuals irrespective of their desires or interests. Kant came up with the categorical imperative notion in various ways. For example, his universalisability requires that any action that needs to be considered permissible must be in a position to be applied to all people without any form of contradiction. 

	Kohlberg
	Theory of Moral Development 
	-According to this theory, a person’s morality develops in stages. The first stage is known as pre-convetional morality. Here, people do not have a personal code of morality and their moral standards are shaped by those of adults around them. The second stage is known as the conventional stage. This stage is mainly common among adolescents and adults. Here, people begin to internalize role models and moral standards. The third stage is the Post-conventional morality. Here, a person’s moral reasoning is determined by individual justice and rights whereas moral judgment is determined by his or her self-chosen principles. 

	Mills
	Utilitarianiasm 
	-According to this theory, a behavior or  action is morally right if it promotes pleasure or happiness. On the other hand, an action or  behavior is wrong if it brings about pain or suffering. However, there are some actions that cause pain in order to bring about happiness later on in a person’s in life. At the same time, there are some behaviors that are morally wrong but can prevent pain. 

	Niebuhr
	Christian realism 
	-According to this theory, God’s kingdom cannot be realized on earth as a result of the society’s innately tendencies. A person is therefore forced to compromise the ideal of heaven on earth. This theory goes on to argue that human perfectibility was simply an illusion. He proves these claims through the actions of Adolf Hitler during World War II and the Holocaust events. Niebuhr went on to claim that man’s capacity for justice leads to democracy being possible but his inclination to injustice leads to democracy being necessary. According to this statement, man is naturally evil and needs norms and moral standards to act and behave in the right manner. 
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