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When you write an essay, your essay focuses on making an argument that will be convincing to your readers, whether is be researched based (with supporting evidence) or persuasive.  Each paragraph should further that argument and must relate directly back to your thesis statement from your introduction paragraph.
Below is a helpful outline template to help organize your writing:
I. Introduction
a. Thesis statement:_______________________________________________
II. Body Paragraph 1 ( Heading)
a. Transition:_____________________________________________________
b. Topic Sentence:_________________________________________________
i. Supporting detail 1:________________________________________
ii. Supporting detail 2:________________________________________
iii. Supporting detail 3:________________________________________
III. Body Paragraph 2 ( Heading)
a. Transition:_____________________________________________________
b. Topic Sentence:_________________________________________________
i. Supporting detail 1:________________________________________
ii. Supporting detail 2:________________________________________
iii. Supporting detail 3:________________________________________
IV. Body Paragraph 3 (Heading)
a. Transition:_____________________________________________________
b. Topic Sentence:_________________________________________________
i. Supporting detail 1:________________________________________
ii. Supporting detail 2:________________________________________
iii. Supporting detail 3:________________________________________
V. Body Paragraph 4 (Heading)
a. Transition:_____________________________________________________
b. Topic Sentence:_________________________________________________
i. Supporting detail 1:________________________________________
ii. Supporting detail 2:________________________________________
iii. Supporting detail 3:________________________________________
VI. Conclusion
a. Transition:_____________________________________________________
b. Restatement of thesis:____________________________________________
VII. References
a. List references in APA format, alphabetically. 
