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Writing assignments are the primary assessment of your learning in this course. Reading the material and taking completing open book activities does not fully demonstrate your command of the information. For this reason, the majority of your grade will be based on your written work. The deadline for the mid-term essay has been clearly identified in the course calendar. Late work will only be considered according to the late work policy. Once the deadline passes, the grade will be recorded as a zero. It is suggested that you identify which essay prompt you want to work on at the start of the course and consistently progress toward a final draft.

All course readings, supplements and activities are expected to have been examined prior to writing the mid-term essay. As a standing requirement for all coursework, your assignment must utilize 2-3 scholarly sources (peer-reviewed articles from an academic journal) and each source is to be properly cited in the body of your text and on a works cited page using formal MLA citation format.

The mid-term essay must be completed using the formatting guidelines provided in Addendum II of the syllabus as “Guidelines for all Coursework.” Detailed directions on what is expected for each prompt have been provided in the guidelines for each essay option. Any additional information will be provided during the semester. The essays will be graded with an assessment rubric, it has been provided for your reference in the “resources” area of the course. As a reminder, first person tone is inappropriate in any college research essay.

The mid-term essay is to be 3-4 pages in length, with a minimum writing requirement of two full pages in your own words (excluding any cited or paraphrased information). Any assignment that does not meet or exceed the minimum writing expectations will be considered incomplete and will result in a zero. Simply meeting the minimum expectation does not guarantee a C; it only qualifies the assignment for a grade. Again, each essay must be 2 full pages in your own words and generally 3-4 pages with research to support your discussion around each prompt. If you want to earn a high grade, take the time to carefully respond to each question with research and critical thought.
Topic:
Political analysts have identified a significant change in the American public’s level of trust in government over the last 50 years. Describe the direction of this change and discuss some of the recent events that have led Americans to reevaluate their feelings toward government. Is there any reason to be worried about how much trust citizens have in their government? What does it mean to be a citizen and how has our ideal of citizenship been influenced by the ancient Greeks? How important is political knowledge to citizenship?

