[bookmark: _GoBack]Instructions for final POL 205 Research Proposal paper
Due Date: FINAL DAY OF CLASS BY THE START OF CLASS TIME
 ON OAKS (WORD DOCUMENT)

The full research proposal due on the final day of class. Overall, your proposal should demonstrate that you have done serious and thorough reading on your topic of choice, have figured out a “gap” in the literature on your topic and have strategized a way to go about filling that gap with an appropriate study design.  REMEMBER: YOU ARE NOT ACTUALLY COLLECTING AND RUNNING DATA. THERE SHOULD BE NO ANALYSIS OR CUT AND PASTED DATA IN THIS PAPER. YOU ARE TELLING ME WHAT YOU WOULD DO.

The proposal needs to be feasible. For example, you cannot propose projects that would:
· Cost millions of dollars to execute
· Use classified information or data this is impossible to gather
· Physically or psychologically harm the subjects in the study 
· Break the law etc.

The proposal should be written professionally. Academic research articles are not venues for informal writing. They are also not venues for authors to rant and rave about politics. Remember- our goal is to figure out the real, accurate patterns that exist in the world, not to argue that our candidate/party/beliefs are better than other peoples. 

Technical Directions: **PLEASE FOLLOW**
· Times New Roman or Garamond font. Do not switch fonts throughout the paper.
· 12-point size, 1-inch margins, 8-10 pages double-spaced (not counting reference page)
· On the top of the page, please put your name and the title of your paper only. DON’T FILL SPACE WITH THE DATE, MY NAME, COURSE # ETC.

Sections of the Paper:
1. Abstract: Your abstract should be one paragraph (and only one paragraph) in italics that summarizes the entire paper. This paragraph should be single-spaced. For an example of an abstract, look at the top of nearly any academic paper. The remainder of the paper is double spaced after the abstract.

2. Introduction: This should only be 1-2 paragraphs. No more. Introduce your topic and why it matters. Some people get straight to the point and others use a real-world example from government or politics to illustrate what they are about to discuss. It’s up to you but this should bring the reader in and state your research question at the end of it.

3. Literature Review:  THERE IS A 15 SOURCE MINIMUM. This should be about 5-6 pages, double spaced. If you did a Type 2 for the 2nd paper, you must revise it using my comments for this final paper. If you did a Type 1 which does not lead to a specific question or hypothesis, you’ll have to rewrite most of the lit review for this part. Again, use my notes at the bottom of the Type 1 lit review for helpful hints. I WILL CHECK TO SEE IF YOU REVISED THE DOCUMENT USING MY COMMENTS OR IF YOU TURNED IN THE SAME EXACT WRITING. UNLESS I TOLD YOU EVERYTHING LOOKED PERFECT, YOU WILL LOSE POINTS IF YOU DON’T MAKE CHANGES. 

In this section you should summarize and synthesize the literature that speaks to your topic in a way that leads to a specific hypothesis. This means you need to think about your question and whether you need to combine literatures (ex: someone studying candidate race and election outcomes might need to combine the work on racial attitudes and elections) in order to produce a hypothesis. 

In Text Citations: If you are citing the conclusions of another study in the lit review, put the author’s name and the year it was published in parentheses. NO first names or paper titles.

Example 1: A later field experiment by Gerber and Green (2008) found that social pressure increases voter turnout.
Example 2: It is well established that social pressure has the ability to increase voter turnout (Gerber and Green 2008)
Example 3: It is well established that social pressure has the ability to increase voter turnout (Gerber and Green 2008; Smith 2010)

Hypothesis: Your hypothesis(es) should be denoted very clearly. For example, it might look like this:

Hypothesis: Donations from major banks will have a negative relationship with a legislator’s vote on financial regulation: as donations increase, the probability of voting against regulations will decrease. 

4. Research Design:  In this section, which should be about 2-4 pages double spaced, you will outline how you are going to conduct your study. If your question has been studied before, make it clear that you are using a different method or context to study it and why this method has benefits that previous methods do not have. This section should very clearly tell the reader what general design you are going to use (observational, experimental, content analysis etc.), and then specify exactly what you’re doing within that type of design. The section should address the following and be written in proposal format (i.e. don’t use bullet points like I’m using below):

· If you are doing an observational study: 
· Is this a cross-sectional or longitudinal study? A panel study?
· What is your DV, IV and control variables? 
· How are you defining and measuring these variables (if it’s not obvious)  
· Where is the data coming from? 
· Is this a survey you’re creating? If so, you don’t need to write out an entire survey but you do need to tell me the questions and response options that measure the DV/IV and controls. 
· Are you planning to use the data from a well-known survey that has been conducted already? If so, which one? 
· Is the data from websites or other databases?  If so, which? How do they measure these variables?

· If you’re running an experiment: What type of experiment is it? What are you manipulating and how are you manipulating it? (This is the IV). What is the DV? As you learned, experiments have built in controls but you might still want to measure other things about the subjects, especially if you are proposing an “interaction/moderating effect” (X affects Y but only for Z type of person). Be specific about how you are setting this up. Do you need to do a manipulation check? If yes, how will you test if you are manipulating the thing you think you’re manipulating? (Remember: in my southern accent study I had to get confirmation before I ran it that the southern accent actually sounded southern to people).

· If you’re doing a content analysis: What are you coding? What categories/features/ characteristics of the content are being coded and how are they being coded? Who is doing the coding? How many people are doing the coding if you’re using people?

· For all of the above methods: If you need to do sampling, who/what is your sample and why are you using them/using that sampling procedure? 

5. Conclusion: End with a paragraph about why this study contributes something important to the political science literature. Also acknowledge the flaws of the study.

6. Reference Page: At the end of your paper there should be a reference page with the APA style citation for each source you cited throughout your paper. The references should be listed in alphabetical order. DO NOT LEAVE A REFERENCE IN ALL CAPTIAL LETTERS. DO NOT provide a DOI link to the papers you are citing unless the APA format tells you that a link is necessary for a certain source. 

Plagiarism: 
As with any college paper, your work must be your own. This means you cannot take someone else’s work and use it exactly/change it minimally/copy it in any way. Your proposal should be unique to the world.  In the past I have seen students purchase papers online (and the professors have been notified of it), have friends write their papers for them and copy verbatim from papers they believe are obscure enough that the professor will not notice. Please- for everyone’s sake- don’t do this. It is taken seriously. Violation of these rules will result in consequences. Write something unique, awesome, and be damn proud of it!



