Sample Book and Journal Annotations with criteria for evaluation

An annotation is a critical abstract (or summary) .


Criteria:  Please refer to the text and the handout on evaluation criteria

TOPIC:  Internal Audit
THESIS:  Although there has been a move during the past ten years to soften our hard-line position in regards to China, the United States should maintain its cautious approach to recognizing this nation as a full-trading partner because of China’s position in regard to human rights, its tendency to disregard United Nation’s edicts, and a historically problematic foreign policy with the West. 

Brown, Steven J, ed.  A Study of the Political Relationship with China: 1947-Present.  Cambridge,


 Massachursetts: Harvard University Press, 1998.


Dr. Brown has effectively collected a series of pertinent articles on the history of the political relationship between the United States and China, primarily focusing on the communist era.  Several of these articles will support the position that the United States government must maintain its cautious stance on full partnership with this country.  While only one article actually addresses the issue of economic relationship, several others refer to that argument and poke holes in the position that economics should drive foreign policy.  Because the book was published four years ago, newer perspectives will be needed to support this thesis.  Dr. Brown is Morgan Chair of Economics at Harvard University, where the book was published.  His credentials and the fact that this book was favorably reviewed in Choice (February 1999) provide support for its scholarship.  The review specifically stated that “all academic libraries which are interested in supporting the political science programs at their institutions should consider this a must purchase for their collection.”

Smith, John P. and Arthur Cummings.  “China in Retrospect: A Review of China’s Human Rights 
Policies.”  Perspectives in Foreign Policy 47.3  (March 2001): 14-19.


This article provides a full summary of those perceived violations of human rights in China between the years of 1955-1995.  The authors have collected information from a variety of sources including the Department of State, the United Nations Human Rights Initiative, and Amnesty International.  Although they admit to the inability to secure information from the Chinese government, and thereby present a more balanced view, the article does provide in one setting a useful perspective on this issue.  As such, it provides insight to support the position that human rights questions are integral to our foreign policy with this nation. An extensive bibliography follows the text and the timeliness of this article provides support to the argument presented in other resources.  Both Dr. Smith and Dr. Cummings are professors in the Institute for International Relations, University of Michigan.  The journal states on its publication page that all submitted articles must meet peer-review standards.  Therefore, the authors’ credentials and the evaluation by their peers indicate a reliable level of scholarship for this research.
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ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY GROUP ASSIGNMENT:

An annotated bibliography is a list of sources (books, journals, Web sites, periodicals, etc.) that includes a summary and/or evaluation of each of the sources. Please see the included example. The annotations will summarize the source, including what topics are covered and what the point of the source is. It will also assess or evaluate the source. Answering questions such as How does it compare to the other sources? Is it biased? What did the author wish to accomplish? Finally, the annotated bibliography requires the student to reflect on the source determining how helpful the source is, how it informed your opinion of the topic, how it is useful to your knowledge of the topic and our client-based project. Groups will produce an annotated bibliography that will include at least 10 sources relevant to the group’s client and group plan, specifically, RACE. The annotated bibliographies are individual projects (two references/sources each), but they should be consolidated and will be included in the research section of the book. See the schedule for the due date.  


Each team’s AE should coordinate the focus of his/her members sources (Research, Action planning, Communication, or Evaluation) and possibly review selected sources in order to insure pertinence. 
