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 (25 pts.)
	Outstanding
	Excellent
	Meets Expectations/ Average
	Below Average

	Incomplete 


	Focus: (7pts)
	
	
	
	
	

	Controlling Idea or thesis
(2 pts.)
	The thesis is clearly written, offers insight, is not cliché, is in an ideal location, and well supported, 
	The thesis is clear, in an ideal location, and well supported. It might need more details or specification. It might be considered cliché.
	The thesis is present, but may not be in the ideal location or may lack support from the essay.
	The thesis is vague or unsupported throughout the essay.
	There is no thesis present in the paper.

	Explication of the poem: explanation of the poem’s major themes, symbols, or key words used to unpack the meaning. 
	The student walks the reader through the poem line by line to offer an interpretation(s) of the main ideas, themes, symbols, or key words.
	The student walks the reader through the poem line by line to offer an interpretation(s) of the main ideas, themes, symbols, or key words, but may lack the clarity or support of an outstanding response. 
	The interpretation of the poem is vague or underdeveloped. Important key words or themes were left unexplored. 
	The interpretation of the poem is vague or incorrect.
	There is no mention or understanding of major themes, symbols, or key words within the poem. 

	Support: (10 points)
	
	
	
	
	

	Comprehension of texts (5)
	The paper shows a clear understanding of the texts and may incorporate more than one to support the thesis. 
	The paper shows a clear understanding of the texts and may incorporate more than one to support the thesis, but may lack the depth or breadth of an outstanding response.
	The texts are mentioned, but no direct quotes are present.
	The references to the text are vague or incorrect.
	There is no support from the texts to back up the analysis. 

	Integration of quotes/ paraphrases (5)
	The essay contains several outstanding examples from the text in the form of direct quotes.
	The paper incorporates quotes, but they may need further analysis or clarification.
	The paper incorporates quotes, but information may be missing (introduction, name of author/text, etc.)
	There are not enough quotes present in this paper or it appears the student lacks understanding of the texts in general
	There are no quotes in this paper. 

	Style: (8 pts)
	
	
	
	
	

	Grammar
(3 pts.)
	The paper is grammatically polished. 
	There are minor errors in grammar, but overall, the paper is well written.
	There are several grammatical or typographical errors throughout the paper that could improve the clarity or quality of the writing.
	There are major typographical or grammatical errors throughout the paper. The student is encouraged to go to the writing center for additional grammatical help next time.
	The grammatical or typographical errors impede the readability of the paper or distract from the content of the paper. The student is encouraged to go to the writing center for additional grammatical help next time.

	APA
(2 pts)
	The formatting, intexts, and reference page are all correctly done in APA
	There are a few minor errors in formatting, but student shows a clear understanding of APA.
	Student puts effort into formatting, but has more than a few errors in formatting.
	There are major APA errors throughout the paper.
	The student did not attempt to use APA. 

	Sentence Structure/ Variety
(3 pts)
	The essay utilizes a variety of complex and simple sentences. In addition the student shows a mastery of sentence structure.
	The essay utilizes a variety of complex and simple sentences. There are some errors with sentence structure or organization.
	The essay utilizes a variety of complex and simple sentences. The sentence structure /organization needs work. 
	The essay does not show a breadth of knowledge of sentence variety and there are major structural or organizational errors. 
	There are major errors with both sentence variety and structure throughout the paper. 

	Page Requirement or Word Count (1 page not including title page or reference page)
This category is either complete or incomplete/ If it is incomplete, you will receive an automatic 5 point deduction from the above 25 points earned. In other words, the best grade you could make is a 20.



