Museum Report/Research Guidelines 
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REQUIREMENTS: 
1. The report must be based on a historical work in ceramic media. 
2. Focus your paper in depth, on the ceramic art of only one culture. 
3. 1,000 to 1,200 words in length (approximately 4-6 double-spaced pages). 
4. Report must be typed/printed with no larger than 12-point font. 
5. You must use at least 2 book sources. You can use additional web sources but still you must have at 
least 2 physical books. 
6. The paper must be properly cited in whichever format you chose (i.e. MLA, APA, etc.) Citations must 
be done within the text. 
7. You must include a bibliography at the end of your paper. 
8. You must attach proof of your visit to the museum. 
CONTENT: 
1. DESCRIBE THE WORK: Give a detailed description of the piece. 
1. Use the 2nd list of vocabulary (critique, two-dimensional, three-dimensional, etc.) to aid in the description. 
2. Use your knowledge of clay construction to take guess at how it was constructed. Was it slab, coil, wheel thrown? 
3. Think about the shape, the color, the markings/texture, type of clay, type of glaze. 
2. RESEARCH: Discuss the historical context of the work. 
1. Research the cultural background of the work. 
2. What possible reasons the work may have been made, such as religious icons, trade items, food 
storage, etc. 
3. Identify the possible influences of the work. (social or political commentary, or important 
events in their ‘world’ that affected the culture). 
3. INTERPRET THE WORK: Relate the work to your personal experience. 
1. What is interesting about it? 
2. What allows you to understand the work? 
3. How does the work relate to your personal time and place or cultural background? 
4. What drew you to the piece? 
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