[bookmark: _GoBack]Instructions: 
-you'll want to include 5 new references, and a few lines on your project idea. (create 5 annotated bibliographies and the creation of a proposal ( a paragraph for the proposal.)


1. If you haven't already, please tell us more about the people and place in which you are working. 

2. What are some of the unspoken assumptions about learning in educational policy and practice? How can we bring them into focus and be critical about them?

Assumptions about human nature and development
Assumptions about identity and difference
Assumptions about how people learn
Assumptions about how institutions work
Assumptions about method and the nature of research
3. Linking theory and practice in the field -- What do we think we’re doing?

Moving beyond unexamined assumptions
Moving beyond personal opinion
Moving beyond hidden agendas

Reflection: (this is the experience part since I am a statistic tutor you will not need this however it is just to complement better the proposal and the annotated bibliographies, but I do not think you need this info for the bibliographies.) 

Skyline College is one of three colleges in San Mateo County; located at the south of San Francisco in San Bruno. Since 1969, Skyline College has been responsible for preparing students whether local or international to meet their educational goals. Skyline College offers a variety of programs to help students in their class development. For instance, it provides personalized tutoring to all students who need help with their classes in the area of Mathematics, Science, English, and Business. This takes place in an area called "The Learning Center," which is located in building five. The Learning Center is a place where students can make use of many resources. Most students tend to go there to use computers, print documents, tutoring, visiting counselors, attend SI workshops, or simply to study. This center is a very spacious place with the capacity of seventy people. In the right side of the center, there are tutors of the branch of science, mathematics, and business. Because the branch of mathematics is very complex, it is divided into two sections, the area of statistics and the area of all levels of mathematics starting from the principles of algebra. This space has a study area, computers especially for mathematics, books, calculators, and tools that are necessary for their learning. Also, within this area there is a program called TRIO which helps students in the application of universities, counseling, provision of laptops, and scholarships. Furthermore, at the center we are able to find computers and printers for public use, and the front desk where you can ask questions about tutoring hours, make appointments, or any other questions regarding technical issues with the computers. Finally, on the left side there are some tables and seats that students use to study and do their homework, three rooms for SI workshops, the ESOL lab, computer lab, and the space where the tutors of English and literature are located. As a Statistics tutor I exercise my hours at the statistics lab on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. Due to the great variety of international students that Skyline College possesses, a great diversity of students can be observed. According to the Skyline College SEEED Committee by Dr. Gina M. Rosabal, there are 22% white, 21% Asian Pacific Islander, 18% Hispanic, 16% Filipino, 15% Multi-Ethnic, 4% African American, and 4% other unreported. Because of this, the universal language that everyone speaks is English, but you can also listen to other languages especially, Spanish. People who frequent the Learning Center are between 18 to 50 years of age. Usually, these people are students who are very interested in their classes and want to learn more about the subject or also receive some tips to succeed in their classes. Overall, the learning center is a center where any student can make use of all these resources at no additional cost.

 

Focused Observation

During these first three weeks of September that I have given tutoring I have had various interactions with many students. Most of the time that I offer tutoring I have noticed that the same people always attend. There is a group of three people who have the same background and speak in their native language that is Spanish. Michel, Hilary, and Natalia. They are a very particular group since the three have different virtues that complement each other. For example, on Tuesday September 25, 2018, the three members of this group were trying to do an exercise however, they could not get the correct answer. Since they had 20 minutes trying to do the same exercise, they started to get frustrated and they were saying comments like "this is not how are we supposed to do it", "this is the formula we have to use," "you're wrong," "that's how the professor did it.” Upon hearing their frustrations, I joined the conversation and asked if they had the class notes from that day. luckily Natalia said "yes, you can take a look at my notes." When all four of us were reviewing the notes, Michel agreed that the teacher had given some instructions on how to do that kind of problems, but Michel did not finish copying the procedure. However, Hilary did have the whole procedure that the teacher gave them, thus, between the four of us attempted to do the exercise again and we got the correct answer. After doing the homework reviewed the notes from their class so that they have a better understanding of the topics they have seen during the week. Other interactions I have with students are a little less interactive. For example, a girl named Sophia usually only comes to the tutoring session to simply finish her homework in less time. However, she does not try to understand the topics given by her teacher, and when she cannot do an exercise she wants me to simply give her the answer. I remember a little conversation that we had where she told me that she was very frustrated since she had gotten a bad grade on her first exam and because of that she had an overall low grade. Upon hearing that I gave her some advice as to try to understand the lectures instead of just doing the homework.

 

Critical Reflection

The article, “Studying Something You Are Part Of: The View from the Bandstand” by Becker, Howard & Robert Faulkner interprets the term "Embarrassment" where it explains how a person or tutor can be seen as an outsider, someone of confidence, or someone to who cannot be trusted. As a tutor, many of the students have told me that they see me as someone who they can trust since I am very patient and easy to talk to. When I read the article by Becker, Howard & Robert Faulkner it reminded me a lot about the Socratic method which consists in constantly asking and answering questions with the purpose of stimulate the student’s critical thinking. The writers say, "I might ask such a question when I know the answer quite well” (Becker, Howard & Robert Faulkner 2007). As a statistics tutor, many times you know the answers of the exercises in which some of the students have problems with. However, students should try to understand the topics given by their professors thus they have a better understanding. Additionally, I like to ask the students questions, so I can see what their level of understanding is or how they perceive their point of view. Sometimes many of the students feel embarrassed of the mistakes that they make but I usually tell them that making mistakes are a huge part of learning since it helps them to improve their understanding. I have also observed that using these techniques in the group of Michel, Natalia, and Hillary helped them to develop better learning techniques. Unlike Sophia who simply wants to finish her homework and have always the correct answers in her assignments since she simply asks me for the answers.
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Comments of my professor: 

Thanks for this great and very detailed critical reflection - it reads well. Going forward, we'd love to read more about how the observations are leading to questions you have - and how you're linking it to literature you're identifying. For example, what do other scholars say about your questions about students' confidence or teaching styles that stimulate students to develop their own answers/ critical thinking (just an example)?








Here is the proposal of my professor:


[image: ]
She talked about why girls in Honduras dropout school.

· For my proposal I was thinking like why statistics is underestimated by the actual system. Why some people said that statistics is not real math or why if I am good at math statistics is so difficult or a new concept to them. Something like that. 
· In my opinion the most important pdf is the one that is says how students learn statistics. 
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