On Saturday February 20, 2016, Tropical Cyclone (TC) Winston, an extremely destructive Category 5 cyclone, struck Fiji. TC Winston was the first Category 5 cyclone to directly impact Fiji and the most intense cyclone on record to affect the country.1 Fiji’s Eastern Division was the first to be struck, with Koro, Ovalau and Taveuni Islands sustaining severe damage. The cyclone swept across Fiji’s islands, reaching its peak strength shortly before making landfall on the country’s largest island, Viti Levu.
Post-Disaster Assessments:
Reports emerged of widespread damage and destruction, with the cyclone impacting approximately 540,400 people, equivalent to 62 percent of the country’s total population.3 The storm brought down the power and communications systems linking the islands, with approximately 80 percent of the nation’s population losing power, including the entire island of Vanua Levu, and 44 fatalities were subsequently confirmed. Entire communities were destroyed and approximately 40,000 people required immediate assistance following the cyclone.4 30,369 houses, 495 schools and 88 health clinics and medical facilities were damaged or destroyed. In addition, the cyclone destroyed crops on a large scale and compromised the livelihoods of almost 60 percent of Fiji’s population.
Post-Disaster Priorities:
Production Recovery, which includes recovery of production levels in the productive sectors of agriculture (crops, fishery and livestock), commerce and manufacturing, mining and tourism.
Service Supply and Access Recovery, focused on recovery of supply and access to basic services of education, health, housing, transport, communications, water supply and sanitation, and electricity.
Personal and Household Income Recovery, with a focus on improving the livelihoods of those affected (i.e., through cash for work schemes, or training to facilitate the ability to generate diversified household income), particularly those who have lost income, and are vulnerable and below the poverty level.
Reconstruction, or recovery of physical assets including infrastructure and buildings, in adherence to the principles.
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