Assignment #2 Mineral Evolution	Intro Geochem Spring 2019
Due Tuesday 2/5 - START OF CLASS (no late assignments)	 

Hazen, Robert M (2010) Evolution of Minerals.  Scientific American, March 2010, 58-65 

You will turn in your assignment at the beginning of class on discussion day. Bring an extra hard copy of your completed assignment – and of the paper - to class that day to help with the discussion.

Note – It is critical that you avoid plagiarism while working on this.  You should not be just pulling information from the paper, but you should understand it and turn it into your own thoughts.  That may take more than 1 reading of the paper. 


1. For each of the major time periods in Hazen (2010), summarize the following information in the table at the end of this assignment. Do NOT copy the information from the paper[footnoteRef:1], but summarize it in bullets or another abbreviated format.  [1:  That would be considered plagiarism, but you all know how to avoid that!] 

2. To show how well you truly understand the different phases, write one tweet for each time period (for a total of 5) that summarizes the main point for that time period.  For this assignment, limit yourself to the “classic” twitter rule of 140 characters. 
3. The article discusses the processes that lead to redistribution of elements on the earth. In your own words, explain why that is important in this context. 
4. The definition of a mineral requires that it be “inorganic”. Discuss that requirement in the context of this paper. Do you agree? Not agree? Your answer should be a well-constructed, thoughtful paragraph that illustrates both your opinion and some detail from the paper.
5. Put the paper into context by creating a conceptual timeline of these stages.  You need to include the major time periods and how they are distinguished. You can do this by hand (it must be legible!) or using a computer. This is an opportunity to explore creative ways of explaining scientific concepts.  This will be graded on originality, creativity, completeness & detail, and your ability to clearly communicate the concept. 
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