Questions for Franklin Reading Part II


1) Does Franklin believe it is possible for a single person to “change the world,” to move society away from corruption and toward the “common good” of all?



2) What kind of education for girls and women does Franklin argue is more useful to them than either dancing or music, and why does he make this argument?



3) How does Franklin attack the issue of fires in Philadelphia, and is his plan a successful one?



4) In 1742 Franklin invented a stove for heating rooms and saving fuel that was enormously effective.  The governor at the time offered Franklin a patent for the exclusive production of the stoves, but he refused it.  What was his rationale for refusing the offer?




5) In 1757 Franklin traveled to London as a colonial representative for Philadelphia.  While there he was brought before Lord Granville, who tried to convince Franklin that the colonists in America had the wrong idea of their rights under their various constitutions, that in fact the king was the only true legislator for the colonies, and that his instructions, without any input from the colonists, immediately became the “law of the land.”  What is Franklin’s response?  
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