
Week 3 - Assignment 

Final Research Paper Detailed Outline

This week’s written assignment is important preparation for the Final Paper.  You will construct an 

outline of your Final Paper that will ensure you have all of the required elements. You are expected to 

write an outline, not a draft of your final paper. Drafts of your paper will NOT meet the 

requirements of this assignment. 

Prepare: Please review the necessary course text chapters, articles, and multimedia. Conduct 

additional research necessary to complete the assignment.

Reflect: The end of the course is rapidly approaching, and now is a great time to begin working on your 

Final Research Paper. This assignment will give you an opportunity to create a detailed outline of your 

paper, which will help you to establish a structure for your final paper.  Your outline will be reviewed by 

your instructor and the feedback provided will certainly help you create a better final product. 

Remember, the main point of your outline is to help you organize your thoughts and research. 

The outline should serve as the backbone of your paper and should provide the building blocks 

for your Final Research Paper.

Write: Make sure to read over the instructions for the Final Research Paper, which are located in Week 

Five of your online course or in the Course Components section of this course guide. As explained in 

those instructions, your paper should have seven major sections. For this assignment, you will need to 

create an outline in a Word document. 

Your outline must include the following:

• Title page  (http://writingcenter.ashford.edu/apa-formatting-word-2013) in APA format 

• Introduction and Thesis 

◾ Introduce  (http://writingcenter.ashford.edu/introductions-conclusions) the main topic and 

provide a brief preview of main points.

◾ Include a thesis statement  (http://writingcenter.ashford.edu/writing-a-thesis) that identifies 

how the concepts of federalism, civil liberties, and civil rights are implicated and affected by 

your selected topic.

• Main Point 1: Identify implications for federalism related to the topic. 

◾ Provide a topic sentence that describes one positive impact of federalism on the selected 

topic.

◾ Provide a topic sentence that describes one negative impact of federalism on the selected 

topic.

◾ Provide at least one piece of supporting evidence (a quote or paraphrase) that supports all 

of your claims concerning the impacts of federalism on the  selected topic. Be sure to 



provide an in-text citation.

(https://content.bridgepointeducation.com/curriculum/file/9fce9d11-3298-48ef-ac77-

12fe7d5c0577/1/In-Text%20Citation%20Helper%20A%20Guide%20to%20Making%20APA%20In-

Text%20Citations.zip/story.html) 

◾ In a single sentence, explain the meaning of the evidence you added above.

◾ So what? Add a sentence that tells your reader how this evidence supports your topic 

sentence. Why is this evidence important to share?

• Main Point 2: Identify implications for civil rights related to the topic. 

◾ Provide a topic sentence that describes one positive impact on the civil rights associated 

with the selected topic.

◾ Provide a topic sentence that describes one negative impact on the civil rights associated 

with the selected topic.

◾ Provide at least one piece of supporting evidence (a quote or paraphrase) that supports all 

of your claims concerning the impacts on the civil rights associated with the selected topic. 

Be sure to provide an in-text citation.

(https://content.bridgepointeducation.com/curriculum/file/9fce9d11-3298-48ef-ac77-

12fe7d5c0577/1/In-Text%20Citation%20Helper%20A%20Guide%20to%20Making%20APA%20In-

Text%20Citations.zip/story.html) 

◾ In a single sentence, explain the meaning of the evidence you added above.

◾ So what? Add a sentence that tells your reader how this evidence supports your topic 

sentence. Why is this evidence important to share?

• Main Point 3: Identify implications for civil liberties related to the topic. 

◾ Provide a topic sentence that describes one positive impact on the civil liberties associated 

with the selected topic.

◾ Provide a topic sentence that describes one negative impact on the civil liberties associated 

with the selected topic.

◾ Provide at least one piece of supporting evidence (a quote or paraphrase) that supports all 

of your claims concerning the impacts on the civil liberties associated with the selected topic. 

Be sure to provide an in-text citation.

(https://content.bridgepointeducation.com/curriculum/file/9fce9d11-3298-48ef-ac77-

12fe7d5c0577/1/In-Text%20Citation%20Helper%20A%20Guide%20to%20Making%20APA%20In-

Text%20Citations.zip/story.html) 

◾ In a single sentence, explain the meaning of the evidence you added above.

◾ So what? Add a sentence that tells your reader how this evidence supports your topic 

sentence. Why is this evidence important to share?

• Conclusion 

◾ In a sentence or two, conclude  (http://writingcenter.ashford.edu/introductions-conclusions) 

by reviewing your main points and overall thesis.

• References Page 

◦ Include a complete list of references  (http://writingcenter.ashford.edu/format-your-reference-

list) utilized within the outline in APA format.



This tool needs to be loaded in a new browser window 

The paper must be at least three pages in length (not including title and reference pages) and 

formatted according to APA style. You must use at least three scholarly sources, not counting your 

textbook, from the Ashford University Library to support your claims.

Carefully review the Grading Rubric  (https://au.waypointoutcomes.com/assessment/22254/preview) 

for the criteria that will be used to evaluate your assignment.

Waypoint Assignment 

Submission

The assignments in this course will be submitted to Waypoint.  Please refer to the instructions below to 

submit your assignment.

1. Click on the Assignment Submission button below. The Waypoint "Student Dashboard" will open 

in a new browser window.

2. Browse for your assignment.

3. Click Upload.

4. Confirm that your assignment was successfully submitted by viewing the appropriate week's 

assignment tab in Waypoint.

For more detailed instructions, refer to the Waypoint Tutorial

(https://content.bridgepointeducation.com/curriculum/file/dc358708-3d2b-41a6-a000-

ff53b3cc3794/1/Waypoint%20Tutorial.pdf) 

(https://content.bridgepointeducation.com/curriculum/file/dc358708-3d2b-41a6-a000-

ff53b3cc3794/1/Waypoint%20Tutorial.pdf) .

The session for this tool has expired. Please reload the page to access the tool again




