Johnson & Wales Rubric for Written Competencies

Category 5 = A: Excellent

· Outstanding title and introduction including provocative thesis statement

· Presents thoughtful ideas and develops them logically, fully and clearly

· Support paragraphs present concrete, specific, relevant, representative evidence

· Essay is unified and coherent, author’s tone is appropriate and consistent

· Language is fresh, accurate, and appropriate for audience

· Engaging style

· Clear consideration for ethics

· Definitive conclusion which reaffirms thesis

· No major errors of syntax or mechanics

· If appropriate-reputable/reliable references incorporated and cited with correct MLA documentation

Category 4= B: Impressive

· Clearly stated thesis/purpose included in a creative and effective introduction

· Supporting details logically related to the central idea

· Strong sense of organization, focus, and development which includes transitions, shows attention to phrasing and sentence variety

· Language well suited for audience

· Clear consideration for ethics

· Distinct conclusion

· Very few errors of syntax or mechanics

· If appropriate-reputable/reliable references incorporated and cited with correct MLA documentation

Category 3=C: Adequate

· Clear statement of central idea or purpose

· Some support if offered yet may not be as fully developed as necessary to present a convincing and logical argument that is unified and coherent

· Evidence of three part structure, attention to appropriate language (occasionally, trite expressions may be found at this level)

· Limited errors in syntax or mechanics

· Presence of MLA documentation-if appropriate

Category 2=D Minimal

· Weak thesis statement, distinct introduction and conclusion paragraphs but too basic to be effective

· Support paragraphs develop thesis statement but lack specific examples and details and sense of organization

· Tone and language is generally consistent and appropriate to subject and audience, no transitions

· Moderate number of errors of syntax or mechanics

· Presence of documentation-if appropriate

Category 1=F: Ineffective

· Thesis statement not identifiable, no attempt at distinct introduction, support and conclusion paragraphs

· Essay lacks unity, no evidence of transitions, tone and language is inconsistent and/or inappropriate for subject and audience

· Major errors of syntax

· Lacking documentation-if appropriate

                                                

                                                

