nice to meet you too! here is some research i have started:) thanks so much for helping!
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· Marijuana= schedule 1 controlled substance according to US federal law→ “high potential for misuse, no currently accepted medical use, and a lack of accepted safety for use under medical supervision” (intro)
· However, (as of 2016) 29 states AND Puerto Rico, Guam, and District of Columbia have legalized MEDICAL marijuana use
· 8 (as of 2016) have legalized RECREATIONAL marijuana use including Alaska, California, Colorado, Oregon, and Washington
· Although federal and state laws contradict one another, federal govt has not persecuted
· Marijuana use is NOT more widespread than ever before
· In recent years, marijuana use has increased, but is not as high as in 1979
· Marijuana misuse has remained stable for over a decade
· Marijuana is most commonly used illicit drug in US
· 2014: 13.3% of pop. of US household residents ages 12+ (approx. 35M people) had used marijuana at least once during the prior 12 months
· 2014: 1.5% of above pop. (approx. 4M people)misused marijuana according to American Psychiatric Association’s standards
· People commonly mistake marijuana “misuse” (abuse) as the use of any marijuana at all, not taking into account those who use for medicinal purposes, low-risk users, or infrequent users
· Risks and benefits associated w marijuana use are completely different from those of marijuana abuse or “misuse”
· Misconceptions about marijuana use/abuse can sometimes be drawn by how info and stats about use are presented to the public (ie: media)
· Use and misuse usually begin in adolescence, peak in young adulthood
· Many researchers focus on youth and young adult population when doing research, but that avoids studying a big portion of US marijuana user population
· Many also neglect significance/role of gender on marijuana use and misuse
· “Today’s adults are more likely than adults from earlier generations to have tried marijuana when they were younger, but that does not necessarily mean that current marijuana use or marijuana misuse is higher now than previously” (4)
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