2.1 Discussion Board
Activity Objectives:
· Recognize how the concept of inspiration relates to Mastery.
· Understand how the presentation by Dr. Randy Pausch, "The Last Lecture" correlates with Robert Greene's book, Mastery.
Instructions - Initial Post:
1. Watch the video below "The Last Lecture" by Dr. Randy Pausch
2. Read Chapter V from your Mastery textbook 
3. In two to four paragraphs cite three concepts from the reading that reflect on the point made in the video and explain why you chose those concepts. Also, describe how your understanding of these concepts can inspire your Mastery journey.
4. APA formatting is a requirement.
Reply Post: (Classmate post is on page below)
Identify a classmate who has not yet received a response when you return to the board.
1. Provide a perspective related to the classmate's post that specifically references a key point from video or reading. Be thorough in a minimum of one paragraph.
2. Find a new video on YouTube that is meant to further inspire and motivate and share it with the class.
3. In one paragraph, explain why you chose the video.  Why is it inspirational?  How can the ideas presented in the video be applied to the Mastery journey?
4. APA formatting is a requirement.






Classmates Post – Please respond:
While Dr. Randy Pausch touched on various topics, his overall theme for “The Last Lecture” was simple: how to live your life. Using examples from his own life, he highlights the importance of having fun, keeping an open mind, working hard, and showing gratitude. Through these conscientious actions and choices, the “dreams will come to you” (Pausch, 2008). In other words, if you live your life the right way—if you remain positive, optimistic, creative, and open—you will inevitably find your calling and happiness.
[bookmark: _GoBack]From Robert Greene’s Mastery, a few concepts stood out in their relation to Pausch’s lesson. These concepts were the Dimensional Mind, the Current, and allowing for serendipity. Similar to Pausch’s insistence to keep a fun/creative and open mind as you go through life, Greene explains much the same in describing the Dimensional Mind. As we go through life, we should maintain and utilize aspects of the Original Mind, particularly once the Conventional Mind eventually emerges and takes over in adulthood. We should strive to be one of the few who possess the Dimensional Mind, the kind that can blend both creativity and open-mindedness with knowledge and expertise. Furthermore, we should embrace the Current. This entails being willing to speculate, ask questions, predict, and experiment. We should “allow for serendipity” and welcome ideas and insights not previously part of our strict life plan (Greene, 2012).
Of all the concepts presented by Robert Greene, I chose these three because I felt that they, when combined, were essentially conveying the same lesson taught by Dr. Randy Pausch, the only difference being Pausch uses a more simplistic and personal approach while Greene is more in-depth and prefers to encourage connection through proven/historical Masters. I think that by fully understanding and embracing these concepts, my Mastery Journey can be greatly enhanced. As someone who often finds themselves taking things too seriously—whether it be in social or professional settings—I struggle quite a bit with consciously looking at the world through an innocent or fun view. This isn’t to say that I struggle with creativity or with being open-minded. However, there’s simply some things that can’t be discovered (or be understood as well) unless you see it through the eyes of a child or through the eyes of someone who is typically more lighthearted and fun. If I can utilize these concepts, I have no doubt that my Mastery journey will change for the better, if for no other reason than because I will find myself having more fun throughout my journey.
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