Read the assigned reviews by noted Jazz critics and listen to the recording being reviewed. In the assigned reviews you will read how the reviewers comment on musical elements of the recordings,and mention specific performance aspects. They also describe the musical events they are talking about, often using personal reactions to the music. Finding creative ways to describe HOW the musical affects you emotionally or inspires a reaction or comparison to another human experience is an important component of this style of writing. Read how the critics might use words which could also describe “taste”, “feel”, or emotional reactions which compare to other types of human experiences. For example: “The saxophone sound is full bodied” (like a wine ”His solo explorations have a searching quality” (like an explorer) ..”Her singing style is relaxed and confident, even as she engages in fast, athletic runs of notes..” (like a highly trained athlete).
Choose one of the approved jazz performances for this assignment and listen to the recording a few times so you can really know the music and things that happen within the performance. You should be familiar with important aspects of the recording such as instrumentation, names and instruments of artists, who plays solos, aspects of the arrangement, etc....
This writing assignment asks you to:
1. Be familiar with important aspects of the recording such as instrumentation, names and instruments of artists (you need to look up the album that the track comes from), who plays solos, aspects of the arrangement, etc....
2. Finding creative ways to describe HOW the musical affects you emotionally or inspires a reaction or comparison to another human experience is an important component of this style of writing. This type of writing can use words which could also describe “taste”, “feel”, or emotional reactions which compare to other types of human experiences. For example: “The saxophone sound is full bodied” (like a wine.)… ”His solo explorations have a searching quality” (like an explorer).... ”Her singing style is relaxed and confident, even as she engages in fast, athletic runs of notes..” (like a highly trained athlete)
3. Include personal observations and descriptions of the musical activity and the musician’s performances.
Make sure the Album information is included in your review:
1. Album information: – title, artist, record label (company) and album #, and a listing of musicians performing including their instruments (look up the album that the track comes from.) Like you saw in the example reviews.
1. Format:
1. First paragraph: Describe the artist/group and the project in the first paragraph, with any important information that is related to the whole project.
2. Middle Paragraphs (2 or 3): Should include the descriptions of the individual track and musical events that move the writer (solos, group interactions, etc.)
3. Final Paragraph: Your conclusion and reaction.
Grading:
1. Papers need to be written in a professional style. Basic standards for grammar, sentence structure, citations (if used), and other considerations for a Research Paper style assignment need to be observed.
2. Music Reviews need to include personal observations and descriptions of the musical activity and the musician’s performances. You need to include:
1. musical elements you hear, and how they indicate the style of jazz being performed.
2. commentary about specific musical events heard in the recording you are reviewing.
3. descriptions of the musical events that move you, referring to common human experiences that can relate the musical performance to a reader that is not a music expert.
4. descriptions of musicians performing and the musical elements and events heard on the recording. Use the professional reviews you read as models for your review.
3. Follow the format for the Jazz Review Assignment
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