GRADING SCALE FOR WRITING:

Most of the course is centered around written work.  You will also be doing ungraded exercises to prepare you for graded assignments. The more you write, the better you will get.  This is especially true for students unaccustomed to rigorous evaluations of their writing.

You and I will be judging your work according to the following criteria:


A    The story is mostly free of errors and well written. The reporting is thorough and attributed completely.  The number and variety of sources are appropriate. The lead is interesting. A local angle is emphasized whenever possible. The story is organized clearly and logically; transitions, quotations, and descriptions are effective and appropriate. The writing is clear and concise.  It has few or no errors in punctuation, style, grammar, or spelling.  The story is ready for publication.

B    The story needs five or six editing changes. The reporting is mostly complete, although perhaps another source could be suggested or a source interviewed again for clarification. The lead is strong with a local angle.  The story has a few minor errors in style, punctuation, grammar, or spelling.  The paragraphs are generally well-organized. But the story may be strengthened by editing changes in quotations, descriptions, or transitions. Sentences may have to be tightened.  The story is almost ready for publication. 

C    The story requires seven or eight editing changes.  The reporting is not complete; a number of appropriate sources were not contacted. There are too many errors in style, punctuation, grammar, or spelling.  The lead is not interesting; a local angle is neglected. The paragraphs may be disorganized or contain abrupt shifts and transitions. Sentences and paragraphs may have to be rewritten because they are awkward or confusing. The story cannot be published in its present form.

D    The story requires extensive rewriting.  The reporting seems haphazard and unplanned. The lead needs much editing.  The story has too many errors in style, punctuation, grammar, or spelling.  The story may be disorganized and confusing. Paragraphs may have to be rewritten, moved or taken out. THE STORY HAS A FACTUAL ERROR OR A MISSPELLED NAME. [This may seem harsh but one misspelled name -- in a story, job application letter or elsewhere -- ruins a piece of writing and raises doubts about all the other information in the writing.]

F    The story cannot be rewritten because the writing and reporting are so confusing, incomplete, or inaccurate.  THE STORY HAS BEEN HANDED IN LATE WITHOUT ADVANCE APPROVAL. See me after any F for extra help to get you back on track.
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