
SOCI	  470	  Project:	  Option	  2:	  A	  Critical	  Literature	  Review	  
	  
OVERVIEW	  

The	  review	  involves	  investigating	  the	  research	  that	  has	  been	  done	  on	  a	  particular	  topic	  and	  then	  
summarizing	  and	  evaluating	  what	  you	  have	  found.	  The	  important	  task	  in	  this	  kind	  of	  assignment	  is	  to	  
organize	  your	  material	  clearly	  and	  synthesize	  it	  for	  your	  reader.	  A	  good	  review	  does	  not	  just	  summarize	  
the	  literature,	  but	  looks	  for	  patterns	  and	  connections	  in	  the	  literature	  and	  discusses	  the	  strengths	  and	  
weaknesses	  of	  what	  others	  have	  written	  on	  your	  topic.	  You	  want	  to	  help	  your	  reader	  see	  how	  the	  
information	  you	  have	  gathered	  fits	  together,	  what	  information	  can	  be	  most	  trusted	  (and	  why),	  what	  
implications	  you	  can	  derive	  from	  it,	  and	  what	  further	  research	  may	  need	  to	  be	  done	  to	  fill	  in	  gaps.	  Doing	  
so	  requires	  considerable	  thought	  and	  organization	  on	  your	  part,	  as	  well	  as	  thinking	  of	  you	  as	  an	  expert	  
on	  the	  topic.	  You	  need	  to	  assume	  that,	  even	  though	  you	  are	  new	  to	  the	  material,	  you	  can	  judge	  the	  
merits	  of	  the	  arguments	  you	  have	  read	  and	  offer	  an	  informed	  opinion	  of	  which	  evidence	  is	  strongest	  
and	  why.	  
	  
REQUIREMENTS	  

o   12	  –	  15	  double-‐spaced	  typed	  pages;	  12-‐point	  font;	  1”	  margins	  all	  around	  
o   ASA	  Citation	  Guidelines	  (on	  D2L)	  
o   15+	  citations	  from	  1997	  –	  2017	  (including	  online	  pre-‐publication	  articles)	  
o   Scholarly,	  peer-‐reviewed	  articles,	  monographs,	  books	  
o   Full	  Reference	  section	  
o   Grading	  will	  be	  based	  on	  organization,	  critical	  evaluation,	  writing	  style,	  and	  originality.	  This	  

paper	  is	  worth	  30%	  of	  your	  final	  grade.	  
	  
PROJECT	  FORMAT	  

The	  critical	  literature	  review	  is	  a	  detailed,	  original,	  and	  integrated	  review	  of	  scholarly	  articles	  all	  
related	  to	  the	  same	  topic	  within	  Environmental	  Sociology.	  Although	  the	  popular	  press	  includes	  a	  great	  
deal	  of	  material	  about	  issues	  covered	  in	  class,	  the	  articles	  chosen	  for	  the	  review	  must	  come	  from	  high	  
quality	  and	  peer-‐reviewed	  social	  science	  or	  policy	  related	  journals.	  Students	  are	  encouraged	  to	  use	  the	  
various	  indices	  available	  through	  the	  MSU	  library	  computer	  system.	  
	   The	  review	  must	  include	  a	  full	  description	  of	  each	  article,	  including	  the	  article’s	  major	  question,	  
methodology,	  results,	  and	  conclusions.	  This	  description	  CANNOT	  simply	  repeat	  the	  abstract.	  The	  review	  
must	  compare	  and	  contrast	  the	  articles.	  This	  should	  include	  the	  extent	  to	  and	  ways	  in	  which	  the	  
conclusions	  of	  the	  articles	  are	  in	  agreement	  or	  disagreement,	  and	  other	  research	  questions	  that	  could	  
emerge	  from	  the	  reading	  of	  these	  articles.	  It	  is	  fine	  to	  merge	  the	  summaries	  of	  the	  articles	  with	  the	  
comparisons	  of	  the	  articles;	  this	  procedure	  often	  makes	  the	  paper	  flow	  more	  smoothly.	  Your	  overall	  goal	  
is	  to	  analyze	  and	  organize	  previous	  thinking	  and	  research,	  and	  identify	  its	  major	  strengths	  and	  
weaknesses	  as	  they	  pertain	  to	  your	  topic.	  

The	  scope	  of	  your	  literature	  review	  will	  vary	  depending	  on	  the	  topic.	  For	  example,	  you	  may	  want	  
to	  conduct	  a	  narrow	  review,	  say	  focusing	  on	  education	  and	  environmental	  values	  and	  then	  discuss	  
varying	  patterns	  based	  on	  other	  variables	  such	  as	  race	  and	  political	  affiliation.	  Or,	  you	  may	  want	  to	  
review	  the	  literature	  on	  environmental	  values	  broadly,	  and	  then	  choose	  several	  specific	  links:	  income	  
and	  values,	  race	  and	  values,	  age	  and	  values,	  geography	  and	  values.	  Whatever	  you	  choose	  make	  sure	  you	  
review	  the	  current	  work	  that	  specifically	  addresses	  your	  topic.	  However,	  if	  you	  may	  select	  a	  topic	  on	  
which	  very	  little	  has	  been	  written	  you	  may	  have	  to	  broaden	  your	  search	  and	  concepts.	  	  

I	  strongly	  recommend	  that	  you	  look	  over	  recent	  issues	  of	  the	  Annual	  Review	  of	  Sociology.	  Your	  
paper,	  in	  fact,	  should	  be	  organized	  much	  like	  those	  found	  in	  this	  journal.	  I	  am,	  of	  course,	  available	  
throughout	  the	  entire	  process.	  
	  
	  


