Grading Rubric for Major Graded Assignments
Six-Trait Evaluation Guidelines: The following six traits will provide our class with a common vocabulary to talk about writing this semester.  Furthermore, all of your essays and exams will be graded through an assessment of these six areas or traits:  

1. Ideas: (Clarity, original thinking, main points, and textual interest) Ideas are the heart of the message, the main thesis, impression, or story line of the piece that works to build understanding or hold an audience’s attention.  Think quality, not quantity.  It isn’t more ideas that make a paper strong but the writer’s effective use of just the right information.

2. Support: (Evidence, elaboration, anecdotes, examples, images or carefully selected details that build understanding) Support is backing for your ideas, both illustrative and explanatory of your main points.  If ideas are the heart of the message, then support functions as the veins and arteries that relay those ideas.  Without well-developed support, ideas will do the body of your paper little good.  The main ideas of your essay will become more grounded for your audience when you add enough explanation to help the audience fully understand your point(s).  

3. Organization:  (Internal structure, logical sequencing, a captivating lead, and a sense of resolution).  Organization is the internal structure of a piece of writing.  It is both the skeleton and glue.  Strong organization begins with a purposeful and engaging lead and wraps up with a thought-provoking close.  In between, the writer takes care to link each detail or new development to a larger picture, building to a turning point or key revelation and always including strong transitions that form a kind of safety net or road map for the audience who never feels lost.  If you look within the writing, you should find a pattern—a skeletal structure that holds the body or the ideas together.

4. Voice/Audience Awareness:  (Liveliness, passion, energy, awareness of the audience, involvement in the topic, and a capacity to elicit a strong response from a audience) Voice is the presence of the writer on the page.  When the writer’s passion for the topic and concern for the audience are strong, the text virtually dances with life and energy, and the audience feels a strong connection to both writing and writer.  Once you have read a text that is alive with voice, you will find it can been addictive, and you may wish you had more to read.

5. Diction (Consists of Word Choice and Sentence Fluency):  

Word Choice:  (Accuracy, precision, phrasing, originality, a love of words, and a sensitivity to the audience’s understanding) Word choice is precision in the use of words or “wordsmithery.”  It is a passion for words, combined with a skill in choosing words that create just the mood, impression, or word picture that the writer wants to instill in the heart and mind of the audience.  Good word choice means the paper has words or phrases that strike or captivate the audience’s attention—words or phrases that seem right or noteworthy or just commanding in some way.

Sentence Fluency:  (Rhythm, grace, smooth sentence structure, readability, variety, and logical sentence construction) Sentence fluency is finely crafted construction combined with a sense of rhythm and grace.  It is achieve through logic, creative phrasing, parallel construction, alliteration, absence of redundancy, variety in sentence length and structure, and true effort to create language that literally cries to be spoken aloud.

6. Conventions:  (Overall correctness, attention to detail and formatting, and an editorial touch)  Almost anything a copy editor would attend to falls under the heading of conventions.  This includes punctuation, spelling, grammar and usage, and paragraphing—it is the spit-and-polish phase of preparing a document for publication, which also includes appropriate layout and formatting.  
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	Ideas

Your Score

_____
	Writing is sketchy or loosely focused. 

The audience must make inferences in order to grasp or piece the essay together.  

The topic is not quite clear.  

The writing is a loose collection of facts or details that do not add up to a coherent whole.

The writing does not match up with the requirements of the assignment.
	The writer has made a solid beginning in defining a key issue, making a point, creating an impression, or sketching the essay, but a level of significance is lacking. 

More focus and detail would help.  

The audience can grasp the big picture but needs more specific elaboration.

General observations outweigh specifics.  
	The paper is clear, focused, purposeful, and enhanced by significant details that capture the audience’s interest.  

The paper creates a vivid impression, makes a clear point, or provide a comprehensive view suitable for the topic, without ever becoming bogged down in trivia.  

Thoughts are relevant and clear, and are presented in a way that is marked by a level of significance and relevance to the assignment.  

	Support

Your Score _____
	Support is either non-existent or irrelevant for the provided topic idea.  

Examples seem trite, and do not provide any further information about the topic for the audience.   
	The paper contains some supporting details that add somewhat to the main idea.

Supporting details seem adequate, but the writer could have provided more details, explanations, or examples to better emphasize the ideas. 

Supporting assertions are bogged down by unnecessary repetition.  
	The paper has supporting points that expand—not just repeat—the ideas that have been presented.  

The supporting assertions do not digress from the topic, 

Support shows evidence of the complexities of the ideas that are being presented.  

Quality details consistently inform, surprise, or delight the audience. 

	Organization

Your Score 

_____
	The audience struggles to discover a clear direction or purpose because ideas, details, or events seem loosely strung together. 

There may be no identifiable structure to move the audience from point to point. 

No real lead sets up what follows.  

No real conclusion wraps things up.  

Missing or unclear transitions force the audience to make giant leaps in logic.  

Sequencing feels random instead of purposeful within paragraphs or within the essay as a whole.
	The organizational structure guides the audience through without undue confusion.  

Sequencing seems reasonably appropriate but not necessarily skillful.  

Predictable moments or development outweigh surprises.  

The introduction and conclusion are recognizable but not necessarily clever.  

Transitions are usually present but sometimes reinforce obvious connections. 

Structure is sometimes too dominant.  

Organization is adequate, but the essay is not driven by a strong sense of momentum.  
	The order, presentation, or internal structure is compelling and moves the audience through the text purposefully.  

The organization enhances the central theme of the essay.  

Details fit right where they are placed. 

An inviting lead draws the audience in.

A satisfying conclusion ties up loose ends and leaves the audience with something to think about.  

Pacing feel natural and effective.  

Organization flows smoothly.  

Entire piece seems to have a strong sense of direction and balance.  

	Voice

Your Score _____
	The writer sees somehow distanced from the topic, audience, or both, and as a result, the text may lack life, spirit, or energy.

The writing reflects one or more of the following problems:  

The writer doesn’t seem to reach out to the audience or to anticipate their interests or needs.

Though it may communicate on the functional level, the writer does not seem sufficiently at home with the topic to make it relevant for the reader.
	The writer seems sincere and willing to communicate with the audience on a functional, if somewhat distant level.  

The writer has not quite found his or her voice but is experimenting, and the result is pleasant and intriguing at points.  

Moments here and there amuse, surprise, and delight the audience, if only there were more.  

The writer’s voice seems to drift in and out of the text.  

Though aware of the audience, the writer doesn’t quite welcome the audience to become involved in the text.
	The writer’s energy and passion for the subject drive the writing, making the text lively, expressive, and engaging for the audience.  

The tone fits the topic, purpose, and audience.  

The writer’s sense of connection to the audience and the topic is evident.  

Text is lively, provocative, and designed to prompt thinking and hold the audience’s attention.  



	Diction

Your Score _____
	The writer struggles with a limited vocabulary, searching for words or phrases to convey the intended meaning, and often relies on a repeated sentence style that becomes boring for the reader.

The writing reflects one or more of the following problems.  

Vague words and phrases

Redundancy that inhibits clarity and limits creativity

Clichés and tired phrases/no precise language

Incorrectly-used words

No sentence variety
	The language communicates in a routine, workable manner; it gets the job done.

Most words are correct and adequate.

Energetic verbs or memorable phrases occasionally strike a spark, leaving the reader hungry for more. 

Attempts at colorful language are full or promise, even when they lack restraint or control.  

Sentences possess some variety of structure, but more effort to vary sentence structure would make the paper more engaging.  


	Precise, vivid, natural language paints a strong, clear, and complete picture for the audience.  

Message is remarkable clear and easy to interpret.  

Phrasing is original, even memorable, yet not overdone.  

Lively verbs lend power to the writing.

Striking words or phrases linger for the audience, often prompting connections, memories, reflection, or insights.

An excellent level of sentence variety adds momentum to the paper.  

	Conventions

Your Score

_____
	The paper shows a weak control of conventions. 

There are frequent errors, some of which may be serious enough to interfere with the audience's comprehension.  

Number of errors exceeds nine.

Paper meets none of the formatting requirements.  
	The paper has occasional errors, rarely serious enough to interfere with the audience's comprehension.  

Formatting is done incorrectly in some respects. 

Number of errors ranges from five to seven.  
	The paper uses standard grammar without major errors that affect the audience’s comprehension.  Correct spelling and punctuation help to convey points clearly.  

The paper has been formatted correctly according to MLA requirements.  

There are less than four errors.  


English  Scoring guide
Instead of letter grades, the scale is numbered in levels from 5-1 ( 5 being the highest and 1 being the lowest). You can translate over to the appropriate letter grade, such as an A =5, B=4, C=3, D=2, F=1. Again, I’ll be more than happy to sit down with you and explain my reasoning behind the grade you have received.

Level 5 (A) student writing demonstrates original and complex thought, relevance, focus, persuasiveness, and effectiveness. As a whole, it demonstrates:

	● Clear and forceful purpose
	● Awareness of audience and occasion

	● Control of usage and grammar with virtually no 

   Errors
	● Ideas developed with convincing details and   

   strong supporting evidence

	● Effective Organization
	● Strong engagement with subject matter

	● Sense of individual style
	● Critical use of sources*

	● Correct form and style of documentation*
	● Complex thought


Level 4 (B) student writing demonstrates clear thought and is generally focused, persuasive, and effective. As a whole, it demonstrates:

	● Clear purpose
	● Awareness of audience and occasion

	● Control of usage and grammar with some errors
	● Critical use of sources

	● Clear Organization
	● Engagement with subject matter

	● Correct form and style of documentation*
	● Ideas developed with adequate use of details and 

   supporting evidence

	● Clear thought
	


Level 3 (C) student writing demonstrates a recognizable thesis, is largely focused, somewhat persuasive, and somewhat effective. As a whole, it demonstrates:

	● Sense of purpose
	● Some awareness of audience and occasion

	● Use of correct documentation form and style with 

   few errors*
	● Somewhat clear thought with some details and 

   supporting evidence

	● Organization with relatively minor problems
	● Some engagement with subject matter

	● Control of usage and grammar with some errors
	● Relevant but uncritical use of sources*


Level 2 (D) student writing is generally unfocused. It is mostly summary, but may demonstrate some reflection and analysis. As a whole it demonstrates:

	● Some sense of purpose, audience, and occasion
	● Underdeveloped ideas

	● Faulty documentation of sources*
	● Uncritical use of sources*

	● Frequent lapses in control of usage and grammar, 

   though they do not significantly impede meaning
	● Some organization


Level 1 (F) student writing lacks focus and reflection. As a whole, it demonstrates:

	● Little awareness of purpose, audience, and occasion
	● Lapses in control of usage and grammar that impede meaning

	● Absence or underdevelopment of ideas
	● Undocumented sources or formless citations*

	● Disorganization
	● Absent or irrelevant sources*


Level 0 (F) student writing cannot be evaluated, either due to insufficient length, plagiarism, disregard of the assignment prompt, or the fact that it wasn’t written in the first place.

