American Government	
Here is the prompt for the first Thought Piece. This is on Cato's letters and the link to the readings can be found in the Readings for Unit One page. Also be sure to read the explanation of this assignment overall before writing.
Thought Pieces
Below is a response prompt for Thought Piece #1. Remember that the prompt is just a suggested guide and students are not required to respond directly. Any reflection that engages the readings in the manner described in the assignment overview is acceptable. 
Reading Response #1: Where are the People?		
READINGS: The required readings for this reflection are 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Cato’s Letters #13 and #24 (attached)	
Specific Response Prompt
The founders of the United States were heavily influenced philosophically and practically by many great thinkers. The most known would likely be John Locke, who Jefferson plagiarized extensively in the Declaration of Independence. A lesser known influence were Cato’s Letters, which were written in England in the early 1700’s. The name Cato was of course chosen very intentionally – as were all the pseudonyms we will run across. The role of the people in the governing of the crown was central in many of these letters and would again prove important to the revolution and US founding; so, Cato’s Letters were consulted by leaders at the time. These two readings speak rather directly to this relationship. With that in mind the main response question, should you choose to use it directly, is this:
How did Cato see the relationship between the government and the governed and the skills necessary to be a productive member of either? How does this discussion relate to your view of government and your place in it?


