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Thesis: 
Compose a thesis regarding the main argument in the reading using the Thesis Help Document on Blackboard and the following:
1) Use common (i.e. non-source language) to communicate the argument.  Your audience is the general public (e.g. a 6th grader should be able to read and understand it).
2) Provide the key motivation behind the argument (i.e. the “why” or the “because” – for example, so-and-so argues this-and-that DO TO or BECAUSE…).  Circle your transitional word or phrase from opinion to argument.  
3) Underline your thesis statement in your paper. 

Organization:
After developing a thesis, compose a simple outline prior to writing the body of your paper.  This outline should identify the major concepts the author uses to develop the thesis /argument.  Each major concept should then be developed in a separate paragraph in the body of the paper.  Below is a simple format:

Thesis:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I. Concept #1:___________________________________________________
II. Concept #2:___________________________________________________
III. Concept #3:___________________________________________________
IV. Concept #4:___________________________________________________
V. Concept #5:___________________________________________________

Turn in Outline with your philosophic argument.  

Also remember the basic format
1. Introduction paragraph with thesis statement
2. Summary
3. Intellectual Engagement #1
4. Intellectual Engagement #2
