Discussions Board Questions:
(DB wk 5) – Diverse Populations: Socio-cultural Context 
 
Listen: to This American Life Episode 296: After The Flood (September 9, 2005) 60 min http://www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-archives/episode/296/after-the-flood
 
~ Try listening while driving, cooking, folding laundry or doing other household tasks if you find it difficult to listen without visual input 
 
Reflect on the following:
1. 1. What “Act” stuck out to you the most? Why?
2. 2. What would you find the most challenging as someone involved in Emergency Management or as part of a Recovery team?
3. 3. How might these experiences have been better Prevented?
4. 4. What can we do to build more resilient communities BEFORE a disaster strikes so the impact of such a disaster is lessened? 
5. 5. What must be done AFTER a disaster in this context to build community recovery and resilience?
 
Respond to at least 3 other classmates.  


My post:
Question #1
The act that stuck out most was the law enforcement act of making the people queue for buses that were not even coming. This act stuck out most since it signified the neglect of the law enforcement duty of ensuring the safety of the people since it exposed the people to severe conditions. According to Glass (2005), people such as the old people and young children were subjected to severe conditions such as heat while queuing for the buses. Also, this act also stuck out since it depicted the betrayal of the government to its citizens since they lied to the people that they were to be carried by buses to safe areas. Lastly, this act stuck out because it subjected the people to starvation due to lack of food and water.
Question #2
The facilitation of effective control and coordinate the affected people is one of the most challenging aspects that would be experienced by a person of a recovery team. During a recovery operation, the recovery team tends to find it difficult to control and coordinate recovery activities since the victims of a disaster experience psychological trauma hence making it difficult to effectively communicate with other people. Besides, the longing for help by the victims of a disaster also makes it difficult to be controlled by the recovery team during the recovery operation since every victim runs for his or her own help from the recovery team.
Question #3. The experiences witnessed after the flood would have been better prevented if the government had mobilized resources in advance before the calamity. The mobilization of resources would have involved the accumulation of food, water, transportation means and the designation of locations to allocate the victims of the calamity. Thus, through the mobilization of resources experiences such as hunger, lack of transportation means and poor residential conditions would have been mitigated.
Question #4. The enlightenment of the public regarding the overall issues concerning a disaster is the key initiative of building resilient communities and lessening disaster’s impact. The enlightenment of the people concerning a disaster would be facilitated through community seminars and communal awareness campaigns. This approach would generate resilient communities and lessening disaster’s impact by educating the public on measures to undertake during a disaster strike.
Question #5. The collaboration of the government recovery teams both federal and local recovery agencies would be an effective undertaking for building community recovery and resilience after a disaster. The collaboration between the federal and local recovery agencies would enhance the effectiveness of the recovery and resilience of the society by enhancing the pooling of disaster recovery resources. Moreover, the collaboration would play a substantial role in the facilitation of the implementation of efficient recovery strategies.
Reference
Glass, I. (2005, September 9). After the Flood. Retrieved from https://www.thisamericanlife.org/296/after-the-flood


Student 1 post:

What “Act” stuck out to you the most? Why?
The act that happened in New Orleans is all devastating and demoralizing to the residents. It is all painful to go through the experiences they had to go through. I feel the brutal of all the acts is act two, where the police officers and the government officials had to go hard on people by preventing them from crossing the bridge. It is not that they would not have been around to pass but mainly because the residents were poor and were powerless.
 What would you find the most challenging as someone involved in Emergency Management or as part of a Recovery team?
The disaster management and recovery team go through many challenges; the worst of all is having government officials that have to give strict orders for an action to be taken. As much as they would want to take a faster control of the situation, the instructions to be given will always hold them back. The officials may also be politically biased or who look down upon the low-class people like that of New Orleans. This will result in the management team being held not to take any control action. It also means that they will be blamed for not responding, but they have no power over government officials.
How might these experiences have been better Prevented?
With better planning and working together, the experiences would have been prevented. First, those termed as criminals would have been supported in an attempt to help women with children and the elderly. This would have been done by improving sanitation and providing clean water. It was also very harsh of the officials in charge of promising transportation buses that never came, telling the truth would have played a role in building positive hopes for the residents. 
What can we do to build more resilient communities BEFORE a disaster strikes so the impact of such a disaster is lessened?
It is essential for any community to develop plans to curb any disasters that may arise. The communities may be made secure by being exposed to knowledge of any risk assessment that can happen in the area. This will form a baseline of the immediate actions to take after a disaster may arise. A workforce may also be developed of the connection between the people and disaster management teams, eliminating any control from government officials. This will go handy to ensure that people any class or tribe will be served without any reference or discrimination. 
What must be done AFTER a disaster in this context to build community recovery and resilience?
Agencies like FEMA help in any disaster response may it be long term or short term recovery. The agencies short term response is like providing food, water, and any urgent medical care. Long term responses are housing and developing strategies for preventing any such disasters by even declaring some areas inhabitable. However, the government is the last resort of disaster response by any financial assistance or compensation for property damaged. The vulnerability of people remaining hopeless and homeless should have been the priority of the government. Homes should be elevated or relocated to prevent any such disasters.
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1. What “Act” stuck out to you the most? Why?
The lack of adequate, effective, and prompt response to the victims of the hurricane. Even after the Governor of Louisiana and President Bush had declared a state of emergency, people went without food, water, and proper shelter for days and no agency was assisting in any way. In fact, the national brigade, with a shoot to kill order, was placed on the borders to prevent the African American people from crossing into the white neighbourhoods. The government could have done better at reducing the suffering of the masses. 
2. What would you find the most challenging as someone involved in Emergency Management?
Lack of proper coordination, communication, and mobilization of teams on a larger scale. Due to that, the victims may not get the aid they need at that particular period and this consequently extends their suffering. 
3. How might these experiences have been better Prevented?
Constant preparedness is the solution. Decentralize and activate incident support centres They should be tasked with searching and rescuing as well as communicating the disaster to the relevant parties to ensure proper mobilization in order to minimize damage and suffering. 
4. What can we do to build more resilient communities BEFORE a disaster strikes so the impact of such a disaster is lessened?
For the past two decades, the United States alone has lost over 7000 lives and at least US$650 billion in damages due to hurricanes (La Monica, 2016). Such significant losses are attributed to lack of preparedness and community resilience. Thus, by developing a resilient community through policies, programs and interventions, damages will be reduced and people will be in a position to recover promptly after a disaster. Resilience can be developed along economic, social, and infrastructural domains. 
In the podcast “After the Flood” by This American Life, poverty was evident. Some victims were unable to escape the hurricane because they had no money to even rent a car. By economically empowering such people, the government will spend less for evacuations since people will have the resources to escape disasters before they strike (This American Life, 2005). It also makes economic sense if the local and national governments have ready funds to aid in mitigation and advance planning. Up-front spending is less costly. 
Educating the community about disasters in their locale should be frequent. For that reason, they will be in a position to familiarize themselves as well as learn the most effective mechanisms to tackle disasters when they happen (The World Bank, 2009). Victims will also consider insurance to cover their property or costs to aid in recovery. 
 
5. What must be done AFTER a disaster in this context to build community recovery and resilience?
According to Patel, Rogers, Amlôt & Rubin (2017), effective communication is essential in a post-disaster setting especially when disseminating risk messages, communicating relief efforts, and the ongoing effect of the disaster creates a resilient community. Further, provision of health services is imperative in creating resilience since most healthcare facilities are usually disrupted during disasters. Wilkins & mccarthy (2009) indicates that by taking care of the physical and mental health of the persons affected, community resilience is significantly improved. Other approaches include proper governance (public involvement and support) and economic investments (disseminating financial resources and rebuilding of the infrastructure). 
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Whenever there is an emergency that the local governments cannot handle by themselves, they always seek assistance from the federal government. The local governments may request for help from the federal government and the state government for support in terms of rescue missions. When I listened to ACT 1 of the clip, After the Flood I was appalled to hear of one of the federal agency officials claiming that they were not informed and were not supposed to respond o hurricane Katrina. The official asserted that it was the duty of the local governments and the state governments to act on the emergency response measures. This was the act that amused me the most, as many people lost their lives, property and homes destroyed, but the federal government was reluctant in the response mechanisms.
If I were part of the team in the recovery process, I would have made sure that all of the injured persons are airlifted to the hospitals in geographical zones that were not hit by the hurricane. A considerable percentage of the injured were the groups that were to be saved if proper mitigation measures were put in place. From the voices of one of the victim in the clip, Denise Moore, the injured and the affected persons faced a lot of challenges that necessitated for the aid of emergency responders. 
These experiences were better prevented if there was proper intergovernmental coordination. The first significant step that was supposed to be taken was for the state governments to coordinate with the federal and the local governments so that the president could declare the hurricane as a national disaster. The declaration was made later after the cyclone had caused destructions. 
Building a more resilient community is achieved through education and proper communication whenever an emergency is forecasted. Educating the public on the ways to avoiding dangerous zones when a disaster is predicted would assist in the minimization of mortality rates. Proper planning before a disaster where the emergency response agencies are well coordinated is also a desirable strategy to lessen the impacts of a disaster.
The aftermath of a disaster calls for both the governmental and nongovernmental agencies to plan for resilience and community recovery. Psychological therapy is an essential step after a disaster because, many people are psychologically disturbed after the destruction of their homes, or losing their loved ones. Financial assistance to the affected populations is also a crucial step in making sure that the affected population gets shelter, food, and medication. 
Reference:
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