Franklin Delano Roosevelt
The election of 1932 featured strong anti-Hoover and anti-Republican votes. The nation wanted a change and got a change with the election of Franklin Delano Roosevelt and his New Deal. Roosevelt now became America’s first handicapped president. This wealthy New Yorker who was the cousin of Teddy Roosevelt was an outstanding speaker with an excellent sense of humor; his bout with the crippling disease of polio had changed his whole outline of life. He now shared a real sympathy with the suffering of Americans from the devastating effects of the Great Depression. Once he became president, he felt that he must take a new approach to government and to the relationship between government and individual American citizens. Theodore Roosevelt had created the modern presidency, Franklin Roosevelt would create our modern system of government. To help Americans Roosevelt decided that the government must provide people programs, commonly known as social welfare programs. These programs would involve a huge government bureaucracy to run these programs as well as massive spending to finance these programs. This approach to government was a drastic expansion of the philosophy of progressivism. 
The Roosevelt revolution brought many changes to government. Roosevelt created minority programs. Roosevelt put the first woman in a presidential cabinet. Francis Perkins became the Secretary of Labor. Roosevelt hired experts to help him with various aspects of government and government policy which was becoming increasingly complex. These individuals that he hired were known as the brain trust. Roosevelt was the first president to effectively use the medium of radio and he rates as our number one radio president and our second major media president after Theodore Roosevelt effectively used newsreels and newspapers. The .revolution started with his inaugural address in 1933;he wanted to instill confidence in the government and he said those memorable words, "The only thing we have to fear is fear itself." He then declared a bank holiday and went to Congress to get legislation to get the government into the banking industry. The Hundreds Days of Roosevelt’s first administration had begun. These would be the most productive 100 days of any president in American History.
Roosevelt’s goal was to first provide relief to American citizens by a series of laws that would create social welfare programs, then he would expand relief through recovery, and finally he would pass a series of reform programs that would avoid future Great Depressions and create a permanent relationship between government and American citizens. He called his programs the New Deal. The New Deal was a dramatic expansion of the Square Deal which began an active federal government. The New Deal consisted of a series of experimental programs which used the powers of the federal government to help individual citizens and to alleviate the effects of the Great Depression. The relief programs are often referred to by alphabet letters and started with the EBA- the Emergency Banking Act. This law was to provide bank relief by having the federal government get more involved in the banking industry and to have the federal government protect money of American citizens in banks.
The EBA was followed by a series of relief programs. The AAA was the Agricultural Adjustment Act which provided farm relief. The farm situation was a strange one in that farmers had a surplus of farm products, plus their farm products were selling at extremely low prices. Meanwhile people were starving in the cities. The AAA saw the federal government purchasing surplus farm products and distributing those products to the poor and needy in cities. Meanwhile, the federal government created the concept of parity; parity is a federal government subsidy to farmers to stop them from overgrowing their land and creating surplus products. The federal government now began to pay farmers for not growing sections of their land. The NRA was the National Recovery Act. This law provided business relief by having the federal government get involved in price and wage control. Business that participated in this program placed a blue eagle on the front window of their business. This eagle was the symbol of the program.
Job relief began to be met with a series of programs such as the PWA, the TVA, and the CCC. The PWA was the Public Works Act and it created government construction jobs. The Public Works Administration oversaw this program that saw a real boom in government construction programs. The TVA was the Tennessee Valley Act. The law created a government corporation to built a dam on the Tennessee River; this was the first time that the government had created a private corporation to compete with private business. Jobs were created to work on the dam and once the dam was completed the act would also deal with rural relief. Many Americans lived in rural poverty in the Tennessee Valley region and now they had electricity and a better life for the first time. The CCC created the Civilian Conservation Corps which began to employ young men to work in conservation projects. These men lived in forest camps and undertook a whole series of government conservation projects. 
One of the final important relief programs was FERA, the Federal Emergency Relief Act. This act provided state relief through millions of dollars of federal money that was poured into state projects. The New Deal was well underway in the Hundred Day period and Roosevelt continually kept in communication with the American people through his radio fireside chats. He would report on a weekly basis on his programs and on what he was doing. Americans would sit and listen to Roosevelt and the government began to help them for the first time with their programs. The days of Herbert Hoover were over, Prohibition was revoked in 1933 and Americans felt that Happy Days were Here Again- so said the popular song of the time.
Roosevelt saw that the relief job programs were still inadequate to solve the unemployment problem, so he moved to recovery-expanded relief- with the WPA. The Works Progress Act became the largest job program ever of our federal government and made the federal government the largest single employer. This law hired Americans based on their background, skills and training. For example, electricians became government electricians, while teachers became government teachers. The Works Progress Administration was created to oversee this program. Now more and more Americans went to work for the federal government. The effects of the Great Depression were beginning to become less and less severe. Meanwhile, the popularity of Roosevelt rose substantially. This handicapped individual had become the president of the American people.
Roosevelt now wanted government reform programs. He wanted programs to create a permanent relationship between Americans and their government and he wanted to avoid future Great Depressions. There is no doubt that the most important and longest lasting reform program was the Social Security Act. The Social Security Administration was created and that permanent relationship with the American people had been created. All Americans today have a number; they get this number at a very young age. This is the social security number. The Social Security Act established a program for retirement benefits for elderly Americans; it also involved death benefits, unemployment benefits, and disability benefits. This law was an essential part of the New Deal and would set the standard for the other reform programs. PUA was the Public Utilities Act that would involve the establishment of the Public Utilities Commission. This act created the program to oversee all public utilities and to greatly regulate their operations. The FHA was the Federal Housing Act which created the Federal Housing Administration. This law attempted to create a situation of affordable housing for Americans through low interest government loans; the government also became much more involved in the housing industry in America.
BRA was the Banking Reform Act; this law got the government more involved in the protection of American citizens’ money in banks and also set up a protection system for the recovery of that money in case of the closure of a bank or a savings and loan institution. The Wagner Act was also a Roosevelt reform program that protected workers’ rights with the creation of the National Labor Relations Board in Washington,D.C. with local labor boards in cities all over the country. Finally the last major reform program was the Securities and Exchange Act which set up government controls over the buying and selling of stocks and bonds. Wall Street now came under strict federal government control.
In four short years, the first term of Roosevelt, our modern system of government had been created. The approach of government would always be different and individual Americans would always have a relationship with their government. Big government became a reality with all those government offices and employees in Washington,D.C. And an unbalanced budget came into existence for the first time. The government was now spending more money than it had and deficit spending became a reality. In that first term Roosevelt had become the man who had saved America from the Great Depression and had become one of the most popular presidents in American history. His re-election was virtually assured in 1936 and now the New Deal ran into some problems at home, while major problems were rising in foreign policy.
In 1936 Roosevelt was elected president for the second term and he now saw critics rising from both the left as well as the right. Critics from the left felt that the government should get more involved in American society, should help Americans more, and should even own some key businesses. These critics were known as New Dealers and included individuals such as radical Huey Long from Louisiana. This Louisiana politician felt that the government should make everyman a king as he said in his book. He wrote that all Americans would get more money from the federal government. Critics from the right felt that America was moving toward socialism; they were upset about big government and they wanted less government than more. 
Meanwhile Roosevelt was running into major problems with the supreme court. Conservative judges on that court were considered many of his programs to be unconstitutional such as the AAA. Roosevelt now decided that he must reform the court system and tried to put an age limit on the judges. Many Americans felt that he was attacking the impartiality of the court and rejected his reform plan. This was one of the major defeats of Roosevelt. Meanwhile in 1937 the economy was beginning to slow down and some Americans began to question big government as well as massive spending. But a major problem for Roosevelt was rising on the international scene. Since the 1920s America has been in a period of an inactive foreign policy; isolation from foreign affairs had become more and more popular among Americans. Plus Americans were more concerned with the Great Depression than foreign policy. But the world was falling apart. Germany and Italy were on the move in Europe, while Japan was on the move in the Far East. These three countries with their dictators were moving toward a program of world conquest. Roosevelt saw that isolation must end and that the United States must create an active foreign policy, So now Roosevelt near the end of his second term moved toward preparedness. 
By 1940 Roosevelt knew that the United States was on the verge of entering World War II; he also knew that no man had ever been elected more than twice. But the Democratic party refused to change their candidate. Roosevelt was still overwhelmingly popular; he had saved America from the Great Depression. He would now save America in the world. Roosevelt was re-elected for a record third time and would shortly become America’s third modern war president. But his war was a unique one; it was the largest world in the history of the world. Roosevelt turned from a domestic leader to a world leader and war president and this would occupy his presidency until his death in 1945. Before his death near the end of the war, Roosevelt was elected for a record fourth time. In 1945 America lost Franklin Delano Roosevelt. He is today rated among the top American presidents and recently a memorial was dedicated to him in Washington, D.C. 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt brought a New Deal to America and today we are still living with that New Deal. Our relationship with our government changes; government administration grew and the budget became unbalanced. This handicapped man led us through our worst economic crisis as well as our largest war. Many saw that great presidents emerge in a time of crisis; the four terms of Roosevelt were filled with crisis and he met these critical times in a very different way from presidents before him. In 1945 the nation mourned the passing of a man who had been their president for thirteen years and the nation now saw the arrival of common man- Harry S. Truman.

