FIELDWORK ASSIGNMENT:
THE OUTSIDER'S PERSPECTIVE

OVERVIEW

This assignment is a fieldwork report on a place which you've never been to before and – here's the kicker! – is also a place where you might not commonly go. Got that? It could be a restaurant with a cuisine you've always kind of avoided, a religious service for a faith or denomination with which you are unaffiliated, the meeting of a campus activity in which you've never before participated, or any other place or activity for which you have no prior perceptions, no frame of reference, and are not likely to take part in during your normal routine.

Your selection criteria should allow you to experience fieldwork in its purest form: from the perspective of the unfamiliar participant. In this paper, you will be disseminating information to an unfamiliar audience from that very perspective, a perspective that will compel you to confront and challenge your personal biases, create a subjective field report based on carefully collected observation notes of an unfamiliar place / activity, and to reflect on that process in a way that your audience will find informative and compelling.

You may of course select which place / activity you will write about, but choose thoughtfully. Topics that suggest that the paper was clearly phoned in at the last minute are likely to be frowned upon, and will likely make for dull papers. Seriously folks, there is a comically humongous number of student organizations here at VT. And you're not even required to make any of them your topic if you don't want. Beautiful fall weather's almost upon us. Get out there!
No, really though – get out there. You may not simply alter your behavior or routine for a period of time and call that fieldwork. You have to, you know, go somewhere! Rule of thumb: you can’t call it fieldwork unless left the dorm. And by “dorm” I mean “the building, not just your room.”
Your paper should be between four to six full pages. MLA format again, please, and your paper must be formatted in Times New Roman 12 font. A works cited page is required.
STRUCTURE

Begin with an explanation of the activity in which you are going to participate / the place where you are going to go. Give us a little objective background on it. (You must use at least two secondary sources in this section of the paper.) Define and explain what makes you an outsider. Discuss your expectations going in to your chosen experience.

Next, describe the experience of the activity you attended. Use good, clear, descriptive details. This section of the paper should be the longest, though it shouldn’t dwarf the other two sections.
Finally, explain your reactions to the experience, and draw some conclusions from it. Some questions you might consider answering: Did anything surprise you? Disappoint you? Was it a positive experience overall? Negative? Why? And would you do it again?
ASSIGNMENT TIMELINE

Due Date #1 – Tuesday, October 8th
First drafts due for peer review.
Due Date #2 – Tuesday, October 15th
Final drafts due.

GRADING CRITERIA

This paper will count toward 15% of your final. It will be graded on the following criteria:

Focus:
Has the writer done an adequate job of explaining why he or she is a situational outsider? Is the writer's description of his experience engaging, detailed, and clear?

Organization:
Does the paper flow in a coherent manner? Is the prescribed structure adhered to?
Research:
How well does the first part of the paper objectively and credibly explain the situation about which the student has chosen to write? What means were used to gather field research? Has research been properly integrated and cited?

Syntax/Diction:
Does the paper show the writer’s knowledge and skill of language use, with complex and carried sentence constructions and vocabulary? Is the written voice engaging?

Mechanics:
How well has the writer handled spelling, grammar, punctuation, and manuscript format? 
