Communication Studies 
REQUIRED READING: Stewart, John (2012), Bridges Not Walls (11th Ed.), McGraw-Hill; other readings as assigned.
webpage and linked resources for critical information regarding course policies and resources: http://cas.umkc.edu/CPR/    
WEEK
DATE

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF READING ASSIGNMENTS
1
8/20 & 8/22
Introductions to the Course and to Each Other
2
8/27

Introductory Overview of Interpersonal Communication

8/29 

Ch. 1: 
Introduction to the Editor and to This Book
3
9/3 & 9/5
Ch. 2:
Communication & Interpersonal Communication: Stewart, “Communicating & Interpersonal

 





Communicating”

4
9/10 

Ch. 2:

Parks, “Personal Relationships & Health,” and Scott, “Fierce Conversations”


9/12

Ch. 2:

Sinno, “Social Media”

5
9/17 

Ch. 3:
Communication Building Identities: Stewart et al, “Constructing Identities”
9/19

Ch. 3:

Duck & McMahan, “Self and Identity” & Stone et al, “Identity and Difficult Conversations” 

6
9/24 & 9/26
Ch. 4:
Verbal and Nonverbal Contact: Stewart & Logan, “Verbal and Nonverbal Dimensions of Talk”
Ch. 4:
 
Duck & McMahan, “What Are the Functions of Nonverbal Communication?”

7
10/1 & 10/3
Ch. 4:

Stewart, “Two of the Most Important Words” & Finzel, “Eight Words/Phrases to Avoid in
LGBT Communication”
8           10/8 

Ch. 5:
Inhaling: Perceiving and Listening:  Stewart et al, “Inhaling: Perception”


10/10

Ch. 5:

Wood, “It’s Only Skin Deep” 

9
10/15 
 
Ch. 5:

Stewart et al, “Empathic and Dialogic Listening,” 

10/17

Ch. 5:

Shafir, “Mindful Listening”


10
10/22 

Ch. 6:
Exhaling: Expressing and Disclosing: Johnson, “Being Open with and to Other People”

10/24

Ch. 6:

Stone, Patton, and Heen, “Expression: Speak for Yourself with Clarity and Power”
11         10/29 & 10/31  
Ch. 7: 
Communicating with Family & Friends: Wood, “What’s a Family, Anyway?” and 

10/31

Ch. 7:

Tannen, “Metamessages in Family Talk”
 
12
11/5 

Ch. 8: 
Communicating with Intimate Partners: 19 Characteristics of Meaningful Relationships 
11/7

Ch. 8:

Guerrero, “Intimacy, Affection, Social Support”


13       
11/12 

Ch. 9: 
Coping with Communication Walls:  Stewart et al, “Deception, Betrayal, and Aggression”

11/14

Ch. 9:

Vangelisti, “Messages that Hurt”; and Gibb, “Defensive Communication”
14
11/19 

Ch. 10: Conflict: Turning Walls into Bridges:  Campbell, “I Hear You, and . . .”; Prather and Prather,
 




“How to Resolve Issues Unmemorably”

11/21

Ch. 11: Cultural Differences: Johnson, “Relationships with Diverse Others” 
11/25 – 11/29
NO CLASS --- THANKSGIVING BREAK

15
12/3

Ch. 12: Promoting Dialogue: “Dialogue’s Basic Tension”

12/5
NO CLASS --- Arts & Sciences READING DAY
