Final Research Paper (100 points and 25% of final grade):

The final research paper in this class will involve the workshop we conducted at RI.  In your group of 3-4 individuals you are expected to write a final research paper based on the product of the workshops. Each master student is expected to contribute to 15 pages in the final research paper and each doctoral student is expected to contribute to 20 pages in the research paper. The entire paper should be around 45-55 pages, but since groups are going to vary in size between 3 and 4 people (and master and doctoral student groups) this total page limit will vary, so follow the guideline noted above. The paper should comply with APA.  It should be double spaced and composed in Word.  Page limit above excludes counting the title page, appendices, references, and table of contents. The paper should include the following:  

Title page: Including Authors, Title, and Header

Also, title page should include the following:

 Statement of original work & Statement of equal distribution of work among members of the group.
Table of Contents- Noting sections below, page numbers, and author(s) for each section. Author contributions should be noted by page numbers in table of content section. 
NOTE: If group members (majority) raise concerns about another group member’s contribution or quality to the project, the student’s portion of the paper will be evaluated separately from the entire paper and a different assessment will result.
(1) Abstract: a brief overview of the study and findings in no more than 200 words.


(2) Introduction & Justification Section: The first section of your paper concerns a justification for a program of research in the area of both forgiveness and facilitation. The topic was defined at RI in detail.  In terms of facilitation, the Skilled Facilitator Approach should be overviewed as the theoretical framework in your literature review since this was the model used in the facilitation workshop. The objective of this section of your paper is to offer a clear rationale for why the above topics merit exploration over time in a sustained and systematic manner. Good reasons include social needs, cultural needs, introduction of a concept that is valuable, advancement of the field of conflict resolution and understanding of forgiveness generally. (That something has been understudied is not by itself a good reason). 4 specific goals for the research paper should be provided before moving to the literature review. For example, “The first goal for this research is to contribute to a better understanding of forgiveness by providing rich descriptive data through the use of facilitation techniques and approaches.”

(3)  Literature Review and Survey of Research on the topic of Workshop: (Henry 5 pages)
The next portion of the paper will be the review of literature where you provide arguments toward the exploration of research questions that guided the workshop. The review will be state-of-the-art and focus on a program of research on the topic of our workshop as well facilitation theory.  This section should be broken into topics with headings and subheadings, so as to organize the literature review around main themes and components of your research. Paper should include at least 7 headers in literature review. Accordingly, this paper is not meant to be a review of individual papers. Rather, your review should synthesize what has been done to provide insight into the topic. The literature review should introduce the RQ that we entertained at RI.  The RQ should be in the form of a question. For example, RQ1: What are the barriers to forgiveness? RQ2: What are the barriers of different languages (i.e., forms of expression, meaning, display rules) of forgiveness?

(4) Methods: (Henry 5 pages)
The methodology should be outlined in detail with attention to processes and procedures followed by the facilitators throughout the session and in relation to the order they were presented in the workshop.

(5) Qualitative Results: (Henry 5 pages)
 The data should be reported and analyzed in this section. This should consist of the data generated in your workshop and it should be pulled from your group’s memory log from RI. Data should be reported largely in TABLE FORMAT.

(6) Discussion:  Findings should be discussed in relation to the literature review and grounded theory. What were the main findings? How do they tie-in with the literature review? Answers to these questions are necessary. Finally, future directions and limitations of your research should be included. Also, strengths of your proposal should be discussed in the closing section of the paper. 

(7) A reflexive piece: Analyze the session in terms of your experiences (both as facilitators and as an observer to the facilitation) throughout the facilitation workshops.

(8)  References (Use of 15-30 sources at minimum).
Appendices may include the raw memory log. (RECALL appendices are not counted toward page requirement)
APA format should be strictly followed.

IMPORTANT * Papers and written work will be checked for plagiarism in Turn-it-in for this course.  Any breach of academic integrity (e.g., cheating, plagiarism, bribery or misrepresentation) will result in failure of this course and will be referred to university authorities for disciplinary action.* The Department of Conflict Analysis and Resolution and Nova Southeastern University believe in academic integrity; thus any form of cheating is not tolerated. For further information, please read the Student Academic Integrity Policy, Code of Conduct for Nova students found in the Student Handbook which can be accessed online at www.nova.edu/cwis/studentaffairs/forms/ustudenthandbook.pdf. 

