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Sociological Theories
Introduction
Over the years, the crime rates in the United States have increased by far. These crimes range from robbery, home violence, and mass shooting. A debate has been in place as people give different views on what could be the cause of such crimes. Some argue that the cause is a result of bad groups that one associate with while others say that crime is part of society. These arguments might be true or not true depending on the sociological theory that one is using. This essay will focus on how symbolic interactionism and conflict theory, as well as functionalist theory, explain the issue of crime rates in the US.
Symbolic interactionism
Symbolic interaction theory by George Herbert Mead relates crime rates with associations that people have in society. Deviant behaviors that result in crimes are caused by people who interact with others who have abnormal behaviors(Thornberry, 2018). As such, interactionist theory believes that any behaviors are learned from people one interacts with. Deviant behaviors are not as a result of personality or biological influence, but it is learnt from people who have such behaviors. 
From the symbolic interactionism perspective, crime rates in the United States might be as a result of people interacting with others who cause crime. For example, mass shootings in school might be as a result of students interacting with terrorists where they can form these bad habits. In this view, most of the people who involve in crimes might have learned bad behavior though interaction or watching such behaviors over the media such as movies. 

Functionalist theory
According to the functionalist view by Auguste Comte, crime is part of the normal life of society(Thompson, 2009). People involve in crimes just as a way of normal life. The society has values and norms that people follow, and crime is one of them. As such, people who involve in crime are doing so as a fulfillment of values that they inherit in society. It is part of their life, and they cannot live without it. 
From this view, high rates of crimes in the United States might be as a result of people involving in criminal cases as part of life. Terrorist involves in such activities without learning it anywhere. It is part of the norms and values that society has that makes people involved in crimes. Crimes are social facts just as values and social structures, as well as cultural norms, and they, exist outside the individual.
Conflict theory
Conflict theory by Karl Marx relates crime with social and economic forces within the society(Bystrova & Gottschalk, 2015). In this way, one can involve crimes due to social interaction that makes them learn such activities. Alternatively, people engage in crime as a way to satisfy their economic needs. For example, people involved in robbery might do so as a way to get money or for other financial gains. 
In the United States, crime rates have gone high because people are struggling to meet their economic needs. Economic factors such as unemployment can be the cause of crimes. Social forces such as political gains and cultural views on crime can also make people involved in crimes. 
Conclusion
The crime rates in society are interpreted differently depending on the sociological theory that one uses. To the symbolic interactionism, crime is as a result of interaction with people with deviant behaviors. This is different from the functionalist theory that argues that crime is part of the social facts like cultural norms and values. All these are different from the conflict theory view that claims that offenses result from socials and economic pressures within the society. 
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