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Use this worksheet to better understand the articles you review.

APA reference of article or source: Author last name, initials of first and middle names (if provided), (year of publication). Source, (volume), issue, pages.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The research problem is . . . [Determine the main problem identified in the introduction that sparked the research effort.]

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The previous research that has been done on this topic has found . . . [Identify the previous research the author uses to support his/her problem in the literature review.] 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The research question is . . . [Identify the main research question that has stemmed from the research problem and review of the literature.]

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The hypothesis (hypotheses) for this study is (are) . . . [Identify the hypotheses the researcher tests in the study (quantitative studies only).]

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How many participants were in the study? _____

How were the participants chosen or recruited? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Were the participants separated into groups?

__ Yes.

__No.

How did the researcher collect data from the participants?

__ Interviews (qualitative).

__ Open-ended questionnaires (qualitative).

__ Behavioral observations (qualitative and quantitative).

__ Surveys (quantitative).

__ Archival data from records (educational, medical, census, et cetera) (quantitative).

__ Paper-and-pencil tests or measures (quantitative).
__ Physical tests or measures (quantitative).

__ Others (describe): ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How did the researcher prepare the data to be analyzed? (Check all that apply)

__ Coding of participants’ words, either oral or written (qualitative).

__ Providing a rich description of observed behaviors (qualitative).

__ Tabulating and summarizing behaviors observed (quantitative).

__ Summing points assigned to each response, either behavioral or on a measure (quantitative).

__ Calculating scores on a measure (quantitative).

__ Calculating and entering test responses (quantitative).

__Other: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How did the researcher analyze the data?

__ Performed thematic analysis of coded phrases and words (qualitative).

__ Searched for meaning in common responses (qualitative).

__ Determined meaning of observed behaviors (qualitative).

__Used statistical or mathematical analyses to compare or relate scores or measures (quantitative).

__Other: 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The results of the study were . . . [How was the research question answered? Were the hypotheses supported?]

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Implications of this research are . . . [What do the results mean in the real world to real people?]

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Future research should be focused on . . . [What did the researcher suggest as the next step for research in this field?]

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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