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The Big Question Show 
 Smith: Welcome to the Big Question show ladies and gentlemen. I will be your host Daniel Smith.  In today's show, I have with me two guests, and we are discussing the about forgiveness and, more specifically, in the context of forgiving a Nazi Party Member. Our first guest is Tzvetan Todorov, who was a historian, geologist, sociologist, structuralist literary critic, essayist and a philosopher. He has written many essays and books which have had a significant influence on cultural theory, anthropology, literary theory, sociology and intellectual history. The second guest is Smail Balićwho was a librarian, culturologist, scholar and historian. He is best known for working as a librarian in Germany. Our guests tonight are among the people who were invited to give their view about Simon Wiesenthal's action in the book The Sunflower. Wiesenthal narrates how he was faced with a tough decision. When he was asked by a dying SS soldier to forgive him for killing a Jewish family while following orders of Nazi party leaders. He had to sit beside the dying SS soldier and listen to him as he recounts how the series of events that happened and how he knew he was wrong for killing those Jews. The dying SS officer was seeking forgiveness for his crimes from Wiesenthal. Wiesenthal does not say anything and stands up and walks out of the room. Now my first question goes to Todorov: Do you support the decision Wiesenthal made?
Todorov: Somehow, yes, because even though Wiesenthal left is silent, he showed the SS officer compassion because he agreed to listen to him. It was a difficult decision to make a sitting with an assailant who had been prosecuting you and killing your people recounting all the things he did to your people. More importantly, Wiesenthal s a Jew believes that only the officer’s victims can forgive him.  Karl should have confessed to a priest or a religious leader and ask for forgiveness from God. It was a wise decision to apologize to someone like Wiesenthal, who is not directly connected with his victims. In the absence of the victims, only God could possibly grant him forgiveness, and that might be the reason why Wiesenthal left without saying anything. Karl was inconsiderate while asking for his forgiveness and forgetting what his fellow soldiers are doing to the Jews. Wiesenthal was in suffering, and for a normal human being, it would be very difficult to grant forgiveness in such a situation.
Smith: Ok, I understand that if it were you faced with the situation, you would do as Wiesenthal did. But don’t you think it is right to reconsider that this person has repented and deserves forgiveness.
Todorov: I do not deny that Karl deserved to be forgiven because he had already confessed his crime to a Jew. But the only problem is that he was doing it wrong because, as a Christian, I believe that it is God who truly forgives. God is gracious and quick to understand. However, as humans, we may want to be gracious, too, but because of the situation in life, that becomes difficult. Especially when Wiesenthal remembers that despite the confession Karl is giving him, he can be a victim at any time. Therefore even if it were me in such a situation, I would find it hard to forgive the officer.
Smith: Balić, do you agree with Smith? Do you think that the SS officer should have been forgiven? Considering him recounting and showing remorse for his actions, do you think Wiesenthal should have said something to make the officer feel better?
Balić: As a human being in the situation of an event that is meant to ensure that my entire race is wiped out of the face of the earth. It would be difficult to imagine that I would forgive a person who has participated in making sure that the heinous act is executed. The act of the officer was too big and heartbreaking, especially for a person who was a target. If it was me faced with such a situation, I would not have considered forgiving the person. The main reason the officer might be confessing to his crime and asking for forgiveness might be because he is too ill to continue the fight. It may be just because he is fearing that he is dying. He wants to gain retribution from seeking forgiveness from people who he could be still prosecuting if he was fit to fight. The SS officers are not even considerate enough about his pact for forgiveness. He still tries to prove that he is superior that his victims by making Wiesenthal meet him are a situation which he well knows that can get him killed too. He did not consider it when he was killing Jews in the first place. He had the power to decide for himself despite being given the order to kill Jews. He was a liberal man, and nobody forced him to pull the trigger and kill that family. Even if grace is sufficient as my colleague, Eva, has said, such an action is too far away from being given grace. Such an act is something that has kept memories in the mind of Wiesenthal that cannot be forgotten. Something that is not easy to forget to, believe me, it is difficult to forgive. Therefore I do not think that Wiesenthal had to forgive the SS officer or even say a word to him. He did what he did intentionally, and there is no reason to say that he was wrong that he did what he did. If he cannot publicly ask for forgiveness and does that in private, just like he only wronged Wiesenthal, he should not be granted forgiveness. It seems despite knowing what he did was wrong, he cannot condemn the action of his fellow soldiers how are still prosecuting and killing Jews. He should only be forgiven if he asks forgiveness from the entire Jewish race. He should also condemn the Nazi soldiers and show them what they are doing is wrong.
Smith: it is right to say that the SS officer had a liberal mind to choose not to kill the Jews by violating the order he was given. But sometimes people are overwhelmed by evil desires and have no time to make consideration before acting. Especially in a time of war, every person is filled with evil, and the only thing in their mind is to kill what they think are their enemies. One only comes to realize that what they did was wrong just after committing the crime already. Therefore I think we should be considerate and be ready to forgive such people after they come to their senses. If we fail to forgive such people, then it means we are not much different from them, and if we are given a chance to do what they did to us, then we would.
Balić: Well, if it makes me feel better if I do not consider forgiving a person for what they did, then I should go with that. Wiesenthal maybe felt it was better to keep to himself what he thought about the SS officer's repentance.  Forgiving him such might have made him feel that his actions were diluted, and he had nothing to remorse. If denying would serve as justice for Wiesenthal, then I would say that he was right not to forgive him. It was not supposed to be that easy for Wiesenthal to forgive the SS officer. Even if he had to forgive him, he had to take his time and think about it. Agreeing to forgive too fast may have made the actions of the officer look like something small. It was a huge thing, and Wiesenthal had to show him that it truly affected him.
Moreover, why ask forgiveness from a person who is not even directly related to your victims. Even though he is a Jew, he might not even know who his victims were, and that makes it insignificant. The SS officer had to pay for his crimes through suffering, not just easy forgiveness, and that is all. Public confession of his guilt might have been better and then ask for forgiveness from the Jewish community and God.
Smith: Dear viewers, we have come to the end of our show, and as you have had, forgiveness is not easy to give.  It takes a lot of thought about it. Thank you for watching the show have a good night.
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