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[bookmark: _GoBack]Writing Project #3 – Analysis/Synthesisof Two Written Texts

For the third writing assignment of this course, you will engage withtwo written texts involving a relevant contemporary problem or question – this time one with ethical implications. 

Choose ONE of the following three synthesis questions and accompanying texts as the focus of your essay. Consider the synthesis question as both the starting point and the frame for your discussion of the two texts. 

Synthesis Question 1:  Given the many social media and other digital platforms available to journalists, how should we rethink journalists’ ethical responsibilities to their readers and to each other?

· “How to Decide What can be Published, What’s Private on Twitter and Facebook” – Nisha Chittal
https://www.poynter.org/news/how-decide-what-can-be-published-whats-private-twitter-and-facebook
· “Digital Media Ethics” – Stephen J. A. Ward
	https://ethics.journalism.wisc.edu/resources/digital-media-ethics/

Synthesis Question 2: The current phenomenon of big data has created big buzz and big business. It’s now possible for almost any action in our lives to be translated into digital data points for multiple applications, including tracking college students like you from entrance through graduation. What particular ethical considerations, responsibilities, and consequences do university administrators face as they gather and use (your) big data on college campuses?  

· “Big Data on Campus” – Marc Parry
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/22/education/edlife/colleges-awakening-to-the-opportunities-of-data-mining.html
· “Ethics, Big Data, and Analytics: A Model for Application” – James E. Willis III, John P. Campbell,  and Matthew D. Pistilli
http://www.educause.edu/ero/article/ethics-big-data-and-analytics-model-application
Synthesis Question 3:Digitally manipulating photographs is a typical practice now for anyone with Instagram, Photoshop, or even a simple cropping tool. How does the manipulated image create dilemmas for journalists and editors whose ethical standards require truthful depictions of reality?

· “Normative Conflict in the Newsroom: The Case of Digital Photo Manipulation” – Wilson Lowrey
Journalism of Mass Media Ethics, 18(2),2003; available through the UH Library Online 
· “The Reality of a Fake Image: News Norms, Photojournalistic Craft, and BrianWalski’s Fabricated Photograph” – Matt Carlson  
Journalism Practice, 3.2, 2009; available through the UH Library Online

You will summarize and analyze the authors’ purposes and main ideas, create connections between the two texts, e.g. rhetorical strategies, and then synthesize them into a new perspective of your own. Analysis/synthesis (conversing with sources)is an activity you need to learn to put your own ideas in conversation with other sources instead of pointing to them as answers.In fact, the foundation for thoughtful and effective research begins with demonstrating your awareness of a larger conversation and beginning to claim your own place in it. 

Successful essays will accomplish the following: 
1. Address a synthesis question and make a claim (thesis) about the readings. 
2. Summarize and analyze the views of two writers on this question.
3. Show you have wrestled with different perspectives and articulated your own new view of the question. 
4. Consider not only how you would speak back to these texts but how they are speaking with each other and what ideas, questions, or conclusions that conversation leaves in your mind.  

As illustration and support for your main ideas, the paper will include 2 images in your final draft. Choose images that go beyond the obvious first-thing-that-comes-up-in-a-Google-image-search and find images that will enhance and enrich your essay for a reader. Your recent work on analyzing images should help you here. Think about the subject matter, style, and placement of the images within your text.

Elements of the Analysis/Synthesis

Introduction

· Purpose statement to include synthesis question (what is the purpose of this paper?)
· Introduces the two texts (title, author)
· Provides a thesis statement in terms of your analysis/synthesis (make a claim based on the synthesis question posed) 
· Tell your reader what you intend to talk about

Summary of each Text

· Provide a summary of each text separately
· Include the major points of the article and the author’s claim (thesis)

Analysis of both Texts

· Analyze both texts together in terms of characteristics such as: notice & focus, the method, rhetorical appeals, similarities, and differences

Synthesis Section

· Synthesize the points discussed in the summary and analysis sections and make connections with your own claim (thesis)
· What do you agree or disagree with in the texts?
· Do you find one author’s perspective more valid, accurate, or useful than the other? If so, explain why?
· How have these texts changed your perception about the issue?
· Related to the synthesis question, what new or significant questions do these texts raise for you?
· What do you now see as the main controversies?
· How would you position yourself in the conversation of these texts?

Conclusion

· Recaps the main points from your paper and pulls together your insights
· Leaves the reader with a clear understanding of your stance toward the subject matter based on your thesis statement.

New page titled Works Cited

· Gives the formal citation for the television ads in MLA format. 
· You can find models for MLA citations by consulting: 
· 1) your textbook, Ch. 23 ;
· 2) the Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL) https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/

Length of Paper:  1500 – 1800 words (5 to 6 pages)

Grading: 100 Point Scale and worth 25% of your overall grade for the course
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