LARGER RESEARCH PAPER

CURRENT EVENT / OP-ED

OVERVIEW

Using the analytic skills you have acquired and put into practice over the course of the semester, you will compose a research paper about a current event. By “current event,” I mean any significant, newsworthy happening or series of happenings. The paper will be one-part objective, expository, research-based report, and one-part subjective editorial response to that current event.

Once again: In selecting a current event about which to write, do not feel compelled to write about something just because you think it will impress me, or because you think it’s “academic.” You may choose, for example, to write about something currently happening in United States politics. Terrific! I love US politics, and it's no stretch to say that there is a lot being written about the subject around the world at this very minute that you can use as source material.

Thing is, you yourself may be bored to tears by politics. Okay! But you still have to write a relatively long paper about a current event. I would like to stress that you can write about any topic you like. (No, of course not the banned topics. Sorry to get your hopes up, there.) But selection-wise, that topic ought to fulfill the following criteria if you’re hungry for an A:

· It's a topic about which you’re interested. Sure, you might be able to throw together a research paper about a topic you're not interested in, but it'll be a chore to write an opinion-based companion piece about that topic, not to mention a chore for your audience to read. Plus, if you’re interested in your topic, you are more likely to be knowledgeable about it.
· It's controversial. No sense in writing a research paper and op-ed about something that's not generating a lot of press.

· It's recent. “Current event” means exactly that: an event that can't be considered historical. One that's still evolving before the public's eyes.

· It's not the topic you addressed in your comparative rhetorical analysis. I mean, come on now.

The paper will be five to seven pages in MLA format. Roughly half will be devoted to your research-based writing about the current event, and roughly half will be devoted to your op-ed. 
STRUCTURE

Part one of your paper is the research-based section. Explain the current event about which you're writing. Give the reader as much background as you feel is necessary. Take care to spend sufficient time writing about points related to your current event which you will later reference in the op-ed section of your paper. Speaking of...

Part two of your paper is the opinion-based section. In this section you will be essentially analyzing and reacting to the current event, and particularly reacting to the specific aspects of your current event that you wrote about in the first section of your paper. It is critical that you take a clear position in this section of your paper, and that you back up your position with well-integrated source material. 

Really, for this paper you can consider yourself a participant of two rhetorical situations. First, assume the role of journalist. Nevermind that (presumably) you have no journalism training. What does a reporter's audience expect from the kind of writing produced by a person in that professional capacity? You should be unbiased, informative, clear, and detailed. Your audience expects you to be well-informed, too, so wield your source material wisely.

Next, for the second half of your paper, assume the role of the editorial writer. Again, consider your audience, and what they likely expect of your work, and consider the differences between the objective reporter and the subjective editorial writer. In this section of your paper you should still be informative, but you should also be biased, and principled in your bias. You should aim to be persuasive too, and your best resource to achieve this ethos is, again, your source material. 

RESEARCH PAPER GRADING CRITERIA

The research paper will count toward 15% of your course grade and will be graded on the following criteria:

Focus:
Is the current event clearly explained? Does the op-ed section indicate a clear, well-supported, subjective position of the writer's? 

Organization:
Does the paper flow in a coherent manner? 
Syntax/Diction:
Does the paper show the writer’s knowledge and skill of language use, with complex and carried sentence constructions and vocabulary? Is the voice engaging, especially in the editorial?

Research:
Has research been properly integrated? Is research used appropriately to support questionable assertions or arguments? Has the writer selected relevant source material?

Mechanics:
How well has the writer handled spelling, grammar, punctuation, and manuscript format?
