1. Based on your readings and experience, compare and contrast how health care emergency management evolved before 9/11 to its evolution after 9/11.
2. Why has the scope of healthcare emergency management grown so dramatically? Will the growth continue? 
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Question 1
From the assigned readings, experience, and materials that I have read online, healthcare emergency management evolved or changed in many ways following the 9/11 attacks on the United States. The attacks were terroristic in nature and led to the death of more than 3,000, and thousands were also injured (Sauer, McCarthy, Knebel, & Brewster, 2009). Before the incident, the healthcare disaster management system never perceived that a disaster of such a measure could ever happen. As a result, the whole system was so overwhelmed and could not be in a positive to fully meet the needs of the injured during the attacks. Since then, many changes have been made to try and expand the ability of the healthcare emergency management system in the country to deal with any disaster that may hit the country. Such an aspect ensures that in the case of another disaster, unnecessary deaths may be avoided when the system is overwhelmed. 
Before the attacks, healthcare emergency management was not observed to be a central aspect of emergency or disaster management. The healthcare system was only seen to be a recourse for the injured during a disaster but not a central system in disaster management. The 9/11 attacks provided the country, its administration, and various stakeholders in the healthcare system with a lot of information about the importance of a robust healthcare system in improving national security. The healthcare system was not seen to be a vital component of national security. However, it is now considered to be a great organ or component that is vital towards achieving national security for the country and its citizens. After the attacks, state and federal governments have invested billions of dollars in making the system more robust to deal with any attacks or disasters that may happen in the future.
9/11 also increased the level of healthcare preparedness in ways that had never been perceived before. Before the attacks, public health was only concerned with traditional roles with little or no inclination to disaster response or management of emergencies. Such preparedness has also been expanded in regard to other disasters apart from terrors attacks. Several examples include disease surveillance, communications, and public health laboratories. Increased preparedness is seen as an aspect that helps protect the people while at the same time reducing the risk of emergencies. A lot of progress has also been made in developing performance measures in healthcare emergency management that are reliable. Such measures are great pointers towards the progress that is being made in healthcare emergency management since the attacks. 
The attacks also led to significant policy changes in the healthcare emergency management system. Changes in policy have always come in handy in emergency management. Without proper and effective policies being in place, it is impossible to come up with impeccable disaster management practices (Reilly & Markenson, 2010). Before the attacks, there was no clear direction on disaster management in the healthcare system. However, policies have been developed that provide direction to medical staff and other stakeholders on the courses of action that should be taken in the wake of an emergency or a disaster. Despite the 9/11 attacks causing a lot of havoc and destruction, the healthcare system, through the help of authorities, has used the attack as a silver lining to improve healthcare emergency management within the whole system. Doing this is critical since increased preparedness is a vital aspect of mitigating the effects that a disaster or emergency may have on modern societies.
Question 2
One of the major fields in the healthcare system of the country that have gone through drastic changes in the recent past in healthcare emergency management. Emergency management in healthcare has grown drastically, that it is now considered to be one of the main components of the healthcare system. One of the main influences that have led to such growth is The Joint Commission. The commission was critical in developing changes after the 9/11 attacks on emergency management across various medical facilities. Through providing accreditation of medical facilities, the commission has been instrumental towards bringing about drastic changes that improve healthcare emergency management. 
The Department of Health and Human Services has also played a critical role in bringing about these changes in the healthcare system. DHHS uses the funds that have been allocated by the government to invest in appropriate healthcare emergency management systems or the healthcare system. It also puts into place policies that have been developed by Congress and the US government across the healthcare system. Such policies are in the form of new regulations in emergency management in the healthcare system or otherwise. It is also charged with ensuring compliance of all medical facilities with new policies on disaster management. As a result, DHHS has been a critical partner in achieving the numerous changes that have been observed in healthcare emergency management not only in the past but also present and in the future.  
Based on the past growth of healthcare emergency management, it is possible that the growth will only continue in the foreseeable future. As earlier mentioned, the growth has been drastic due to increased threats of emergencies and disasters across American societies. Looking to the future and assessing the current situation reveals that such growth will continue. A premise that can be used to back this assertion is increased terrorist attacks on the country and its people. Since the 9/11 attacks, the United States has been a target for many terrorist groups. Recent terror attacks and mass shootings only mean that healthcare emergency management needs to be improved even further to ensure that there is increased capacity within the system to handle any eventualities. Increased preparedness in the healthcare system will improve response times and ensure that American lives are protected. 
The growth will also continue due to changes in technology. Technological changes tend to have an impact on the healthcare system in many ways. Emergency management has also been revolutionized through the development of numerous tools that improve response, preparedness, recovery, and mitigation of the effects of disasters (Barbera, & Yeatts, 2009). The same is bound to be replicated in healthcare emergency management in the near future. Such changes will only lead to growth in emergency management. Such growth is also bound to increase due to current threats that the country faces. By the end of 2019, the United States was under threat from certain nations such as Iran in regard to various foreign policies. Such threats could lead to attacks on the country if proper caution is not taken. The role of healthcare emergency management is to develop increased preparedness in readiness for anything that may happen in the future.  
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