Research Report Writing Each report should be neat and professional in appearance. It should be well-written and easy to follow, i.e., clearly written with simple English. It should follow the components listed in the following section. It must be around a minimum of 1,500 words and maximum 2,000, excluding references, 1.5 line-space, 12-point font size and 1-inch top-bottom, left-right margins. Check your spelling and grammar and number the pages. Basic elements of the report: In general, the research report should include the following headlines (this is not a rigid structure that you must follow; it is just an example, so feel free to adjust according to the topic you select): 1. Introduction about the topic, its importance and the aims/objectives of the paper: What will you study and why? 2. Nature, Trends & Definition of the particular crime: This will involve tracking newspaper stories, statistics from government and non-government sources such as Home office reports, Australian Institute of Criminology, United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute, United Nations, etc. Define the crime, explain the trends (increase/decrease) and why is this crime important for criminologists, the country you selected and the international community in general? 3. Theoretical Explanations: Explain briefly one theory that scholars have used to explain why the crime occurred in the first place and why is it difficult to minimize/prevent it. This will involve getting information from a variety of sources such as journal articles, books and UN reports. Provide examples to explain how the theory explains the crime. Refer to scholarly articles and studies. You can select: a. Crime theories b. Criminality theories c. Critical theories 4. Conclusion/Discussion: Recommend and suggest ways in which the crime and its consequences may be minimized and/or prevent. Can the government enforce laws more forcefully? Will education and awareness help? Can better mechanisms for reporting crimes be put in place? Etc.
