CJUS 340 Final Paper Assignment
Due: 12/18 (Friday of exam week)
For this paper, you will be exploring an issue of your choice related to the US criminal court system. I would like you to pick a topic that directly involves the court, as opposed to a political issue that the court may have a say in (i.e. don’t use immigration, gun rights, abortion, etc.). Some topics that you might want to consider include: sentencing discrimination, prosecutorial ethics, large caseloads, overuse of plea bargains, politics/money and judicial elections, courtroom ethics, Bias in jury selection, or any other topic that involves the court system or members of the court. Once you have selected an issue, do the following:
1) Give an overview of the issue (2-3 pages)
· Define all key terms
· Give a history of the issue (is this new, does it date back to the beginning of the court system, etc.), including any key legal cases (like supreme court decisions) that have dealt with this issue.
· Be sure to use at least 3 sources in this section
· Give an example of a case that involves this issue, describing how the issue affected the case (basically, illustrate what this issue actually looks like, be sure to cite).

2) Discuss the “cause” of the issue (3-4 pages)
· Explain what factors have led to this issue in the first place
· Historical factors, laws that were passed, human behavior, etc.
· Try to identify at least one factor that you think is contributing the most.
· Provide citation where necessary
· Bring in another case that focuses in on the casual factor(s) you have identified
· What does the factor look like in a real case (citation required)

3) Create a potential solution to this issue (2-3 pages)
· Based on what you have identified as the history behind the issue, and the cause of the issue, what do you think is the best way to resolve the issue (or at least make it a bit better)
· Be as creative as possible (don’t think small), but be sure to be detailed!
· Draw connections between your identified cause and your solution, otherwise your solution might not have much of an effect!

· All sources used in this paper must be fully cited (in text and a works cited page). I would prefer APA style for citation, but MLA is also acceptable (no in text URLs/web addresses)
· Format: double spaced, one inch margins
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Turn the paper in on Vancko Hall, in the Course materials section, where there is a “TURN IN YOUR FINAL PAPER HERE” assignment turn in section.
